
  Before Jesus ascended to the 

throne, following the resurrection, 

he commanded and encouraged 

the disciples to preach his message 

to the world (Matthew 28:18-20; 

Mark 16:14-16; Luke 24:42-48). In 

the Gospel of Luke he asked them 

to wait until they received power. 

In Acts 1 he again reminded them 

that they would receive this power 

from the Holy Spirit, and would 

then be able to go into the world 

and witness Jesus. As I look over 

these texts I am reminded that we 
do not have to waitñthe Spirit 
has already been poured out. We 
have permission and the opportu-
nity to witness Jesusõ love, power, 
and glory. However, our struggle is 

not clarification, it is obedience to 

the call to proclaim Jesus to our 

neighborhoods, communities, and 

friends. 

At Agape 

we continue 

to commu-

nicate our 

mission, 

vision, and 

core values 

to all who 

attend and 

join us in this ministry. We also 

provide people the opportunity to 

join us in the mission of Christ. In 

January we found various opportu-

nities to grow and become part-

ners to this mission. On January 

11 Lori, Kathy, and Dana designed 

prayer stations for our worship. 

We had the opportunity to spend 

the worship time visiting some of 

the 15 stations and worship God 

through reflection, creativity, and 

using our senses. Many of us 

worship logically but others seek 

God through experience. God has 

created us in his image  to be 

both cerebral and experiential. This 

also provided an opportunity to 

engage our children with us in 

their discussions about God. 

     We also 

began the 

sermon series on 

1 Corinthians, 

òA Better Way: 

The Church of 

Agape at Cor-

inth.ó This series 

will encourage 

us to be trans-

formed from our cultures 

into the Christian way of 

seeing the world and each 

other. On January 25 we 

held our first Ministry Fair, 

which included over 15 

ministry booths and was a 

call for Agape to all be-

come involved in òlove and good 

workséó (Ephesians 2:10). We 

continue preparations for our 

òHuman Trafficking and Underage 

Prostitutionó ministry. We will be 

working with our city, county, and 

FBI agencies to free women, 

children, and men oppressed in 

this system of evil. The team will 

also minister to those working in 

this area who are emotionally 

shaken by the severity of the 

problem. Seven women have 

stepped forward to attend trainings 

in our city and help Lori and I as 

we work with this task force. We 

will have an intern move to 

Portland from Oklahoma Christian 

who will help facilitate this minis-

try for 1-2 years. We then look 

forward to releasing the team to 

this ministry in order to begin 

new ministries in 

our outreach to 

Portland. 

 Our 

Recovery Ministry 

and Campus Minis-

try have begun to 

empower and 

release Godõs 

people to start new 

groups and develop relationships 

and conversations with those 

seeking a relationship with Jesus. 

It is always exciting to see a 

church that began with 15 grow 

to over 100 and continue to 

empower others to share the 

vision of taking the light to a 

world caught in, blinded by, and 

suffering with darkness. 

 

Through our Vision, Mission, and 

Core Values we continue to call 

our community and Agape to join 

us in fulfilling Godõs call to mis-

sion. 

-Ron 
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 Attendance and   
Contribution  

Jan 4     81 

Jan 11   80 

Jan 18  103 

Jan 25  84 

 

Contribution : $3841.13 

Advent Conspiracy 
$469.10 

Campus Ministry 2 

Womenõs Ministry 2 

Home Communities 2 

Recovery Group Ministry 3 

Womenõs Recovery Group 3 

Living Streams Home 

community  

3-4 

Steppin Out Home  

Community and info 

4 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Ministry fair Jan 25thñworship ministry  

Prayer stations ðJan 11 



We have launched! 

 

We are officially going 

strong on the PSU campus 

now! Elissa and I had been 

prayerful that we could 

meet on campus with the 

PSU group, and God pro-

vided! We are meeting at 

Bridget's dorm in the com-

mon area on the first floor. 

It is a great place because 

there is plenty of room and 

quite a bit of traffic from 

college students that go by. 

We are very thankful for 

the devoted, loving, com-

passionate and hard work-

ing college students that 

God has directed to be on 

the PSU campus. The core 

group consists of 6 stu-

dents attending PSU. We 

are a group that is about 

relationship and compas-

sion. We hope to show 

God's love to the people on 

campus and the surround-

ing community. 

 

We are working along side 

the cascade/young adult 

group led by Alicia Death-

ridge and Allan Trinidad. As 

a larger group we are plan-

ning 2 service projects a 

month (Service Saturdays) 

and doing various fun ac-

tivities together as a larger 

group. We are all very ex-

cited about how God is 

already working through 

this group, and look for-

ward to seeing how He 

grows, transforms, and 

blesses us. 

 

We feel like God has 

blessed us richly with such 

amazing mentors, church, 

and group of college stu-

dents. Please be praying 

that God will use us to be 

effective in reaching the 

students on the PSU cam-

pus. If you have any ques-

tions about our group or 

would like to see a DVD 

about our campus ministry, 

please let us know and we 

can get that to you 

(andresen.marc@gmail.co

m). 

 

Marc and Elissa Andresen  

going on.  We have great 

things in store in 2009 as 

our home community lead-

ers will receive training and 

skills that will help Agape 

keep growing and serving 

God.  On February 21st we 

will have a training session 

for the leaders focused on 

inviting people to our 

groups, and then in March 

we will put that into prac-

tice in each group so that 

by Easter (the 2 year anni-

Home Communities are 

exploding we now have 17 

group either started or in 

process.  Groups are 

springing up all over the 

place serving all kinds of 

needs.  It is exciting (and a 

little confusing) to try to 

keep up with the amazing 

pace of what God is doing 

in the home communities 

at Agape.  It seems like 

every time I turn around 

there is something new 

versary of Agape) we will 

have a huge crowd of 

friends and we will have to 

move up to the auditorium 

because there are so many 

people experience the 

community of God's people 

at Agape.  God is good! 

- James 
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Womenõs Ministry 

Campus Ministry 

Home Communities 

walt and I have been work-

ing on some bible material 

with the idea of being 

made in Godõs image.   

Please keep many of our 

young mothers in prayer.  I 

have been talking to some 

of them and finding out 

their needs, so we can 

start a new mothers/

babies class on Sunday 

mornings.   

I continue to seek your 

prayers for support.  I truly 

love this work and hope to 

continue working in it at 

this capacity.  My vision is 

for it to continue to develop 

and empower women to 

grow and serve God. 

Lori Clark  

January is off to a great 

start.  Our ladies bible 

class kicked off on January 

10 th.   We have 8-9 women 

going through the Beth 

Moore series on Esther.  It 

is a fun morning of study-

ing Godõs word with other 

sisterõs in Christ. 

The womenõs recovery 

group will also be starting 

to meet again.  Kathy Zum-

Thomas and Caitlyn 

married on Jan 16, 2009. 

They were married at The 

Overlook house in Portland 

and Ron Clark got to 

perform the wedding. We 

are all very excited for 

them as they begin their 

new life together! 
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òLaunch!  Our Recovery 

Groups have 

started!  Itõs been a 

healthy past couple 

months of planning, 

praying, training, and 

preparing, but itõs nice 

to finally be off and run-

ning.  Weõve started with 

two groups ð a coed 

group addressing addic-

tions in alcohol and nar-

cotics and a womanõs 

group addressing abuse 

and domestic violence 

(see Kathyõs column).  I 

had the pleasure of at-

tending the coed 

groupõs first meeting 

and was amazed at how 

powerful and beneficial 

this ministry will 

be.  There are so many 

people who will be 

blessed through these 

groups!  The attendants 

were open, honest, and 

happy to be there ð it 

was a joy to be with 

them.  I was very proud 

of the leader of the 

group as well ð Godõs 

going to do some amaz-

ing things through him 

and his Recovery 

Group.  Plus, as a result 

of our Ministry Fair on 

Jan 25th and because 

we cap each Recovery 

Group at 12 people, we 

anticipate needing to 

start a third 

group in the 

next week 

or two.  The 

ministry is 

already 

grow-

ing!  Itõs an 

incredibly 

exciting 

time for our 

budding 

Recovery 

Ministry at 

Agape.ó 
-Zak 

anyone and everyone 
to join us. We always 
start with a full meal 
and then move to the 
living room and sing 

together, pray to-

gether, have holy 
communion together, 
and spend time in the 
Word.  

     Weóre currently 

taking passages from 
Luke from the teach -

     The Living Streams 
small group meets 
Sunday evenings at 
5:00. We rotate 
houses. We usually 

meet in homes either 

in Happy Valley, Mil-
waukie, Beaverton, or 
Sherwood. Yes, we are 
all over the map, liter-
ally, but that might 
appeal to someone so 

we definitely invite 

ings and experiences 
of Christ and utilizing 
a devotional format 
called Lectio Divina 

which basically re-

quires multiple read-
ings of the text and 
allowing the Holy 
Spirit to speak to par-
ticipantsô hearts as to 
how the passage ap-

plies to their lives. I 
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Womenõs Recovery Ministry 

Recovery Group Ministry 

Living Streams Home Community  

continue until the begin-
ning of June.  We will be 
focusing on Godôs grace, 
being made in His image, 
the resurrection, and how 
these bring order to our 
messy lives.  Lori and I 
will lead the group until 
someone feels comfort-
able to take over or start 
a new group.  Ideally, we 

want someone who has 
life experience with this 
type of recovery to take 
the lead, but are happy to 
serve in that capacity until 
someone is ready.  

 

-Kathy 

Life is messy!  Thereôs no 
way around it.  A few 
women at Agape have 
decided to face it head on 
by being involved in a 
Recovery Group dealing 
with addiction, sexual 
abuse and domestic vio-
lence.  We will have our 
first meeting the second 
week of February and 

Galatians 6:9 

òAnd let us not grow 

weary while doing good, 

for in due 

season we shall reap if 

we do not lose heartó 

usually do some 
teaching on the con-
text of the passage 
but the best part is 

seeing how the Spirit 
translates it to the 

21 st  century through 
the spirits, minds, and 
experiences of his 
people.  

      Living Streams is 
definitely looking at  

Continued on pg. 4  

Fireproof Your 

Marriage 

 

Newly Married 

Couples Commu-

nity Begins  

February 13 at 

Dave and Karissa 

Sears. 


