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Heart—continued

It is hard to be-
lieve that two years ago we
were meeting in a living
room. Our group of |5 had
grown to 20-25 with four
home communities meeting
regularly. At this time we
were eagerly awaiting our
Easter launch at Lincoln
High School. The Park Plaza
Church of Christ had agreed
to support us financially for
three years. Smaller
churches such as the Chilli-
cothe and Bonne Terre
Churches in Missouri as well
as Portland’s Living Streams
and Central Churches also
helped with our startup
costs. While Central and
Living Streams have closed
their doors their memories
live on at Agape. Individuals
contributed to our beginning
costs with Barry and Lori
Mobley (Memphis), Dr.
Spencer and Melissa Furby
(Kennett, MO), and Sean
Kerr (Portland) continuing
to support us monthly with
a working fund. From our
first days in our living room
people and churches joined
with us in a dream, a vision,
and a heart for people we

had yet to meet.

As time has passed we have
watched Agape quickly cross
the 100 attendance mark.

We realize that we need to
think bigger. We are open to
what God wants Agape to be.
While we outgrew a living
room we know that we will
outgrow the Lincoln cafeteria,
where we currently worship.
Since our launch, Easter 2007,
over 300 people have visited
but many have stayed. Our
small groups now number |5-
17 with more being planned.
The church has accepted the
challenge to hold Easter ser-

vices in the Lincoln High

School auditorium. It seats 450
comfortably. This seems over-

whelming to me, but not to
the church. They have ex-
pressed that they y
are eager. No
matter what size
God wants us to
be, we have a
church that is
willing to respond
out of love, vi-
sion, and obedi-
ence. This, in my
opinion, is one point where
many churches struggle. The
desire to be what God wants
compels us to make sacrifices

to be what God calls us to be.

In the past we have had no
problem leading our churches
to grow. However, when we

become crowded many of the

members begin to suggest that

”

we are “too big,” “not close
enough,” “too worried about
outsiders and not those in-
side,” or “needing to just be a
small church.” Unfortunately
we heard few people say,
“Whatever God wants we
will do.” It seems that when
we become uncomfortable
our desire dominates rather
than God’s vision. | have
watched churches balk at
growth and eventually, the
problem is solved. God stops
leading people to them and
they go back to being close,
smaller, and safe. | guess it

was easier to worship in our

living room. However, it

seems obvious that God

wanted more.

Our living room has become
the launching pad for many of
our ministries. Five dating
couples have sat on our
couch and confessed their
desire for more. They are
married now. Our small

Continued on pg 4



Recovery Group Ministry

Our Recovery Ministry is
being blessed and staying
active on all fronts! The
Steppin Out group contin-
ues to meet every other
week and has new visi-
tors each time they

womenos

with some genuine heal-
ing taking place (see
Kat hyods
met and had a discussion
with a couple gentlemen

g r ou p men acouple days ago
closer and closer together

and discussed starting a
mendés Sexual

Anonymous

Ado

tatsd u nmgroup. These wonderful

men are so on fire for
helping and know exactly

gather. The leader of that
group, Frederick Berry, is
currently taking college
classes about addictions
and is able to use what
he learns in the class-
room for the benefit of our
ministry. What a blessing

currently attending the
Steppin Out group about
starting up another Re-
covery Group in their part
of Portland. They are

what they want to do that
itdéds obvious to
God is moving in

them. They will start to

meet in the beginning of
currently thinking and March and since each
praying about groupwillbecappedat5 t 6 s
Godds will , wmen,wil probably begin 2

to have him and his wife, another AA and NA group  SAA groups.
Tresa, to learn from and in the near future in an-

help those struggling i other part of Port-

God is truly working land. Finally, Ron and | i Zak

Reminder:

through them. The met with a group of good

Daylight savings

Home Community Ministry
March 8th 20009.

We had a great training session with our home community leaders where we fo-
cused on how to invite friends. We want for Agape to be a place that is welcoming
and that takes work. Our focus is on how we can invite friends to our home commu-
nities in March so that by Easter we will be experts at inviting friends. Growth does-
n't happen by accident, to paraphrase Paul in 1 Corinthians - our job is to plant and
water so that God can produce the growth. We're learning our farming skills so that
God can do some amazing things.

- James

web!!

Wo menos

Wedre on the

Recovery Group M

The Womends Recovery Ministry started up a
be together again. Right now we are filling the need for recovery from domestic

and sexual violence. Our group is very small; perfect for those attending. At one

of our first meetings we watched a video on domestic violence of Christian women

specifically. In many ways the church has not been a great advocate for these

women in the past. This video gave us a chance to recognize that and generated

good discussion for where each person is headed in the future.

We are considering starting another group possibly on the PSU campus. If any-
one is interested, please contact Zak or Kathy Zumwalt
(Kathy@zumwaltohana.com) or Lori Clark (Iclark@agapecoc.com).

- Kathy
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Campus Ministry

Our home communities
are really starting to take

ing a retreat for both

averaging around 8 peo-
groups from March 20" i

ple. Beyond the numbers
off! For the last month are a group of young peo- 22", This will be a great
there have been new ple with a passion to bring time for our group to grow
peopl e comi ngJesustdadommunity n 6 t closer together and be
even the of fi thatdesperditddyrnéedsg amore effective as a cam-
friend to home community  Him. Elissa and | feel in- pus ministry. Please pray
mont h. 06 AThe crediblyblessed to be that we continue to grow
Groupo ( a. k. aamofgucmgleatmactive in number and spirit, and
cats) is a group of young college students. that God will continue to
adults and cascade col- On March 30" at 6:00 use us to ghow que and
lege students that have p.m. we look forward to relationship to this com-

been meeting at Alicia & . unity.
t s howi g o ik H’L ord,
) Sat\]/-e?bg

Al ands house ffronV%L?r?iol-
on Wednesday nightand = "\ o' <8 on t h Blard ARdreseh @ M-

have been averaging

around 18 people. We
also have a group meet-

pus. We are excited for
the conversations that will
start because of this

Agape Campus Minister

ing at Portland State Uni-

: movie. We are also hav-
versity and have been

Youth Group

The youth group wanted to
serve and decided, due to the
economic situation to do a
canned food drive. The Ore-
gon food bank has increased

and what our teen
thought and

believed. The teens an-
swered her questions and
the woman said she was

itds need

15% . We collected 134 cans
and had fun stories of meeting
new people. One woman who
answered her door asked one
of our teens about our church

Wo me nos

God has been so faithful and
good to the women’s minis-
try at Agape. There is so
much love and support for
women to be empowered
to grow and become great

leaders in the Kingdom.

| am so lucky to be able to
meet so many ladies for
coffee and to hear about
their lives. | am always

amazed at how God works

ar odl n @laditdsEe tratithrif be-
liefs were not shallow. It
is awesome to see the
teens growing in knowl-
edge and wisdom and
living it out in their lives!!

MI ni str
through each and every one

of them.

The Beth Moore class is in
full swing. She has an in-
tense and in depth study.
The women that are partici-
pating and gaining better
insight in Esther.

The women’s recovery
group started again. Itis a
continuation of last quar-

ter’s group.

y

Please keep all of our Agape
women in prayer. They are
all out there making a differ-

ence for the Lord.

-Lori
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Home Community News

Nerghygst Home

community

Steppiné Out Recovery

he Steppin Out recovery group has been having a won-
derful time getting to know one another and studying
God's Word. We have been dealing with issues, feel-
ings, and behaviors. We start each session with prayer,
song, and a feelings check -in to allow everyone to get
off the stress of the day and open ourselves to the
healing of the Lord.

The Northwest Portland
Home Community is con-
tinuing to explore how Jesus
connected with people: over
food. We are sharing meals
every week and having a
great time. We are praying

he group will be exploring rotating the meeting loca- for what God has in store

tions, a once a month community project, and assign- for us next.
ments of meditation dealing with faith, hope, and love. James
God bless!!
Frederick & Tresa Berry
Single Womenés Home Community

For January and February our home commu-
nity theme seemed to be girls hanging out
and having fun. Melanie Bailey was our host-
ess for January and Cheryl Sovey did our
February one. Both did an amazing job at
helping us to feel welcome and well fed. Con-
versation and watching August rush movie,
and much laughter was our agenda. We have
been very blessed in 2009 to have more la-
dies join us. We continue to be prayer warri-
ors and take Godos di

Continued from pg |

new groups. Our men’s ministry, women’s

mipisgry, fiecgvgry ministry, and men’s

. sexual purity groups began with a vision

- Gerl and dream in our living room. Our Recov-

ery Ministers and Campus Ministers ex-

Baptism Class press?d a dream and desire for ministry
on this couch. People have confessed

For those wishing to study about

baptism in the

practice in the church.

struggles, sins, and grief on the couch and
Bih dbd lieing r@dindThis rbofh & where
Lori and | drink our morning coffee and
talk about what God is doing. When |
look at the couch | see dreams, vision, and
heart (as well as worn seams and faded
material). This room reminds us of re-
committals, love, tears, and hope. Even
more, the room is where we have our

morning prayers!

In the book of Acts the church used the

home for evangelism, worship, prayer,

feeding the poor, and celebration. Paul

March IS5 reminded the elders from the Ephesian
Sacred Grounds Coffee church that he taught both publically and
5:00-7:00pm

“house to house” (Acts 20:20). When the

Newly Married
Group.

We began February 13
with 6 couples and will
be using the Fireproof
Marriage Builder pro-
gram. We will meet
twice per month
through May. Dave and
Karissa Sears will be
hosting the group at their
home in St. Johns.

Home is Where the Heart and Vision Are

church first began the Christians ate in
each other’s homes (Acts 2:46). The
apostles stayed in people’s homes and
blessed them. However they learned
this from their Lord. Jesus stayed in
homes and encouraged the disciples to
use the home as a place of evangelism
(Luke 10:1-8). Those of us who have a
home have a great opportunity to see
God’s power and blessings for the Gos-
pel of Jesus. Already many of our home
communities are full as God continues
to send people. We make room in both
our homes and our hearts for God’s
blessings. Home is where the heart and
the vision are. God fills both when we

say, “Yes.”

| think we will stay in our house for a
while. If we ever get a new couch | am

going to keep this one in my office!

Ron



