
-Corinth was a city with only 

a few wealthy individuals. 

The church had some of them 

in the body, namely Gaius, 

Erastus (the city treasurer), 

Phoebe, Chloe, and Crispus. 

These individuals would have 

expected people to form alli-

ances and allegiances to 

wealthy leaders. Part of form-

ing these allegiances involved 

criticizing others and boasting 

about the one you loved. Paul 

says this has no place in the 

church. The rich also needed 

to quit taking the poor to court 

and humiliating them (1 Cor. 

6).  

-Corinth was destroyed by a 

Roman general in 144 BC. 

Julius Caesar rebuilt the city 

in 44 BC. The city was Ro-

man and the Romans made 

sure that the their temples 

were larger and more elevated 

than the reconstructed Greek 

temples. Rome wanted to 

remind Corinth that they were 

inferior. 

-Corinth was a few miles 

from the second most impor-

tant athletic event in the 

worldðthe Isthmian games 

(second to the Olympics). 

Corinth was the only city in 

the Roman world to have a 

man elected to be in charge of 

these games (an Agonothete). 

He would have held fund-

raiser dinners, which would 

have involved meat sacrificed 

Over the past few weeks I 

have been preaching through 

Paulôs letter to the Corinthians 

(1 Corinthians). In the ser-

mons we have been discuss-

ing some of the historical and 

archaeological findings that 

shed light on the letter. Many 

of these findings help us un-

derstand the issues that the 

early church struggled with. 

They also help us understand 

how Paul patiently guided 

them in their spiritual devel-

opment and relationship with 

Jesus.. 

-Letter writing was a process 

which involved a hired scribe, 

the author, and sometimes 

other team members. How-

ever, the main author took 

responsibility for the final 

product. The process involved 

reworking a document, cut-

ting and pasting from other 

accepted texts (quotes are an 

example of this), and brain-

storming with a group. The 

scribe had certain permis-

sions, used a template/format, 

and worked with the author to 

draft a document he would 

approve. The letter to the 

Corinthians would have in-

volved Paul, Sosthenese, 

Timothy, Chloeôs slaves 

(those bringing the reportð

1:10), and the scribe. The 

letter reflects the heart of Paul 

and his mission team.  

to Poseidon (god of the 

games) and other deities. The 

wealthy would have been 

invited to these meals and 

encouraged to eat meat of-

fered to idols. Paul challenged 

them to consider those in the 

church who struggled with 

idolatry (1 Cor. 8-11). Paul 

drew an analogy of discipline 

from the local athletes (1 Cor. 

9:24-27). 

-Sexual issues were hotly 

debated at Corinth. Prostitu-

tion was expected to be en-

joyed by young men, some 

women and men were treated 

as sex slaves, and sex inside 

marriage was being subdued 

due to common philosophers. 

Paul challenged the church to 

see sex as something em-

braced in marriage and that 

celibacy was to be practiced 

A Better Way: The Emerging Church at Corinth 

Attendance and  

Contribution  

Mar 1   110 

Mar 8   80 

Mar 15  102 

Mar 22   40 

Mar 29   85 

Contribution :   $4,902.73 

Agape church of Christ  

Inside this issue: 

Recovery Ministry 2 

Womanõs Recovery 

Ministry 

2 

Home Community  

Coordinator 

2 

Campus Ministry 3 

Womanõs Ministry 3 

God of Second Chances 4 

A better wayð continued 4 

Easter day baptism  5 

Home Community  

group updates 

5 

April  2009 Newsletter  Volume 3. 7 

  ñHousehold God Altarò 



This month Iôve really been 
trying to pay attention to 
how God is working in our 
Recovery Ministry.  I must 
say, I am now in awe by 
our potential!  I feel like Iôve 
just bought a blue car, and 
while before I never no-
ticed, itôs now apparent to 
me just how many other 
blue cars are out on the 
road.  It seems like every-
where I turn there are peo-
ple struggling, or people 
ministering, or people 
teaching recovery.  Almost 
weekly I talk with some 
random individual who 
ends up being somehow 
associated with recovery 
either in a church or in our 
community.  There are 

multiple universities in our 
area offering credited 
classes related to recov-
ery.  There are seminars, 
workshops, and training, 
both secular and religious, 
pertaining to recovery go-
ing on all the time around 
us.  And finally, there are 
addiction and abuse sup-
port groups meeting right 
here in our neighborhoods 
multiple times a day.  All 
Iôve had to do this month 
was pay attention, and 
there right before me, ma-
terialized an amazing and 
obvious opportunity to 
serve.  Iôm learning the 
statistics, Iôm meeting the 
people, and Iôm attending 
the training and the support 

groups.  Itôs so obvious 
now that I pay atten-
tion.  We are a broken peo-
ple in need of help.  God 
needs to be shared with 
every person we see be-
cause every person we see 
needs Him.  There is so 
much work to be 
done.  And so much poten-
tial for our Recovery Minis-
try.  This month, pay atten-
tion to the folks around you 
because God is there, right 
before you, providing you 
with an amazing opportu-
nity to serve.  Please con-
tinue to pray for Agapeôs 
Recovery Ministry as we 
pray for you.  

 -Zak  

Summer through Western 

Seminary on Intervention 

Strategies for Victims of 

Sex Trafficking.   I hope 

this will better prepare me 

to be used at Agape in the 

Recovery Ministry.  

As we approach the season 

of celebrating the resurrec-

tion of Christ letõs also 

celebrate the freedom we 

have in Him because He 

has already conquered this 

world!  What things have 

entangled you over the 

years?  Eating disor-

der?  Grief?  Infidel-

ity?  Abuse?  Anxiety?  Ad-

diction?  Have you been set 

free?  Are you still seeking 

that freedom?  Let us know 

how we can help 

(kzumwalt@agapecoc.com).  

We are interested in starting 

more recovery 

groups.  Maybe your experi-

ence can help someone 

else.  Maybe someone elseõs 

experience can help 

you.  This is why we need 

community.  Letõs help each 

other live that freedom! 

 Peace and joy, 

Kathy 

As Zak mentioned, there 

are many opportunities for 

training and learning the 

different aspects of recov-

ery.  Specifically, there are 

two opportunities I am antici-

pating.  For anyone inter-

ested there will be a free 

workshop focusing on Pre-

venting & Addressing Dis-

cord in the Home hosted by 

the Northwest Marriage 

Institute on April 16, 2009 

9:00 AM - 3:30 PM at the 

Vancouver Church of 

Christ .  I am also looking 

forward to taking a class this 

Page 2 Agape church of Christ  

Womanôs Recovery Ministry 

Recovery Ministry  

Free workshop 

focusing on 

Preventing & 

Addressing 

Discord in the 

Home hosted by 

the Northwest 

Marriage Institute 

on April 16, 2009 

9:00 AM- 3:30 

PM at the 

Vancouver 

Church of Christ.  
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There are exciting things coming down the pipe for the small group ministry at 

Agape.  Recently many of our staff attended a conference on small group ministry and 

we came away with a vision for how our small groups can help us to continue to grow 

and bless people's lives in the future.  Starting in the Fall we will re-launch our small 

groups with a greater focus and intensity and purpose.  Stay tuned for more!  
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First Agape Campus Min-

istry Retreat! 

 

On March 20-22 we loaded 

up and headed to the coast 

for a weekend retreat. 

Marc, myself, two cooks, 

27 college-age adults and a 

baby all fit into a five bed-

room house. It was a great 

weekend of fun, fellow-

ship, learning, and getting 

to know each other. 

Friday, our first night, we 

were joined by a group of 

college students from Lub-

bock Christian University 

in Lubbock, Texas. We all 

roasted hotdogs and marsh-

mallows and had some 

great time of worship by 

the fire. 

 

Our group consists of 

young adults and college 

students from 4 colleges in 

the area plus some college-

age young adults who are 

not currently in school. It 

was nice to have a week-

end where we could all get 

to know each other more. 

Marc and I got to know 

some of the people better 

and we hope that everyone 

else did too. One person in 

particular that we all got to 

know better is An-

dre.  Andre came to Agape 

about two months ago and 

has really come out of his 

shell since. He is a quiet 

guy but you wouldnôt 

know it if you saw him at 

the retreat. He was smiling 

and talkative and even 

shared his story with us all 

on Sunday morning. His 

life has taken a lot of turns, 

but he is back on the right 

track. 

 

We also watched two films 

as a group. ñExpelledò 

made by Ben Stein and 

ñReligulousò by Bill 

Maher showed two very 

different views on religion. 

We had a great conversa-

tion about societyôs view 

of religion and what we 

believe as individuals. 

Most people seemed to 

really benefit from the dis-

cussion. On our comment 

cards when asked, ñWhat 

impacted you the most on 

this retreat?ò one person 

wrote, ñThe discussion 

after Religulous. It really 

helped me to pinpoint why 

I am a Christian.ò Another 

person wrote ñThe movies 

and discussion made me 

think about what I believe 

and why I believe.ò 

 

The time on the beach, the 

discussions, and worship 

together all came together 

to make a great and uplift-

ing time for all of us. We 

will definitely be doing 

this again in the future! 

 

Elissa Andresen 

 

 

neighbor.  She wanted to meet 

at her home.  I thought, ósure 

it will last a few times, and 

then move on.ô  But it hasnôt!  

She has taken ownership of 

this and calls this her home 

community.  There are many 

family members that live in 

this home.  Many people 

come in and out.  There is 

always breakfast, laughter, 

loudness, interruptionsébut 

One of the great things about 

doing womenôs ministry is 

getting to know people and 

meet them where they are.  I 

have become involved with a 

new home community.  It 

didnôt start off as a home 

community, but it has evolved 

into one.  About two months 

ago, another lady from Agape 

and I started a bible study on 

Thursday morningôs with her 

it is what it is, time spent with 

people.  We always have 

three but many times 6.  Her 

neighbor has been coming.  

God is there.  He is good.  I 

like my ñnewò group.  Thank 

you God for pushing me into 

unchartered waters.  I wonôt 

sink, because you hold us up! 

- Lori 
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ñWhat impacted you the most 

on this retreat?ò one person 

wrote, ñThe discussion after 

Religulous. It really helped 

me to pinpoint why I am a 

Christian.ò Another person 

wrote ñThe movies and 

discussion made me think 

about what I believe and 

why I believe.ò  


