
ministry to homeless neighbors 

in downtown Portland the next 

day. On Friday some served 

under the bridge and others 

walked through the city on 

prayer walks and encourage-

ment. Our group passed by a 

Wiccan bar and had prayer for 

our city. Friday nights down-

town are not only filled with 

people seeking hope, they are 

filled with people who believe 

they have no hope.  

On Saturday Zak, Kathy, Marc, 

and Elissa led the groups as we 

took people to lunch, visited 

with them, and invited them to 

church. Four of the many guests 

came Sunday. It was a great 

time to reflect on scripture to-

gether and discuss the churchôs 

role in the lives of those in the 

city. Our Tulsa family also 

shared their experiences and 

how this ministry is important in 

being the hands and feet of Je-

sus.  

Jesus truly has risen and contin-

ues to live in our lives, commu-

nity, and city. 

Easter Sunday 

was a celebration 

of our second full 

year as a church. 

We began in our 

home September 

2006 with 15 

adults and chil-

dren, a dream, and a passion for 

people. After 9 months of the 

ñconception and gestation 

phaseò of the church we 

launched at Lincoln High school 

April 2007.  

Two years later we moved from 

the cafeteria to the auditorium 

and had over 145 people in 

attendance. Our praise team 

sounded awesome. Our setup 

crews had the old school audito-

rium looking beautiful. Louie 

led a group from Dignity Vil-

lage to clean up auditorium and 

repair many of the broken seats. 

Ben and Jilese introduced Benôs 

new Hip Hop ministry song 

during the break. We had over 

40 visitors with a dozen coming 

from our area mail out. The 

week before we had over 100 

come to help us in our 

ñpracticeò in the auditorium as 

we worked out all the issues for 

Easter Sunday. It was a great 

day and as usual Jesus was glo-

rified as we spoke about the 

resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15. 

After the feedback from Easter 

our plan is to move to the audi-

torium this fall on a more per-

manent basis. God has blessed 

Agape and shown us that many 

people in our city seek Jesus 

and are looking for a commu-

nity that empowers others. It is 

obvious to us that the cafeteria 

will no longer accommodate the 

many people we meet on a 

weekly basis. As our home 

communities grow we know 

that God is blessing this minis-

try with people who care and 

long for a relationship with 

Jesus. 

Our brothers and sisters from 

our supporting church in Tulsa, 

OK (Park Plaza Church of 

Christ) joined us for this Easter 

celebration. Many of them were 

with us when we launched and 

it was great to have them with 

us again. Twelve joined us and 

helped us do ministry in Port-

land that weekend. We had a 

group attend Night Strike on 

Friday night, followed by our 

E a s t e r  S u n d a y  
Attendance and  

Contribution 

Apr. 5             105 

Apr. 12             145 

Apr. 19                  85 

Apr. 26               100 

 

Contribution : 

$4535.34  

Benevolence : $145 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Campus Ministry 2 

Womenõs Ministry 2 

Home Communities 

Leader 
2 

Womenõs Recovery 

Ministry 
3 

Recovery  Ministry 3 

Home Communities 4 

Freeing the Oppressed 5 
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We closed this month out with prayer 

stations on our last Sunday of the 

month. One of the stations was feet 

washing. Here are a few pictures from 

that station.   

Agape Happenings  

We also celebrated our Graduates on that Sunday. Our 

graduates were Mary, James, Billie Jo, Alicia  and Viola. 



During our last home com-
munity meeting we decided 
to get out into the PSU 
community, so we attended 
ñTake Back the Night.ò It 
was an event to promote 
awareness about sexual 
abuse and violence. My 
eyes have been opened 
wide to this incredibly wide-
spread problem in our cul-
ture today. Before coming 
to Agape, I didnôt really give 
much thought to this issue, 
as I was fortunate enough 
to not have been abused. 
After reading Ronôs book 
Set the Captives Free I 
came to realize that this is 
an issue that we, the church 
need to address. At least 
four of our students that I 
know of have been sexually 

abused. WOW! I was 
amazed at some of the sto-
ries that have poured out 
since our arrival to Agape 
and the PSU campus.. 
 
At the event there was an 
open mike time where survi-
vors could tell their story. 
The stories were heart 
wrenching to say the least. 
The first person to share 
was a PSU student who 
was attacked on a bus that 
was headed to campus. 
She had an instinct to move 
when the abuser sat next to 
her, but she didnôt want to 
judge the guy who had just 
sat down. 
 
One of the exciting parts of 
the night for me was at 9:00 

p.m. when it was time for 
Elissa and I to leave and 
take our little boy Caeden to 
bed. I assumed that most of 
the students would want to 
leave at that point 
(especially because of the 
chilly 45 degree weather 
with a cold wind chill). They 
all told us they wanted to 
stay and support what was 
going on. I am so proud of 
our students who stayed in 
support of awareness, for 
those sharing their stories, 
and for their own brothers 
and sisters who have been 
abused. What a night! What 
a campus ministry! 
 
Marc & Elissa Andresen 
Agape Campus Ministers 

with Agape.  I have learned 

so much about ministry and 

church planting because 

Ron and Agape have freely 

opened the door for 

me.  From here we will go 

to Helena, Montana where I 

have been offered the job of 

preaching for the Big Sky 

Church of Christ, but wher-

Andrea and I came to 

Agape to learn about 

church planting while I 

finished my degree from 

grad school.  Now I'm done 

with the degree and life is 

taking us away from 

Agape.  I can't express the 

joy and value that we have 

experienced in working 

ever we go we will take 

Agape with us. 

- James 

Home community leader 

(They both will be greatly 

missed!!) 

ing issues.  Drug abuse, 
parenting, sexual abuse, 
homelessness and relation-
ship decisions are just a few 
of the problems some of our 
women are facing. 
Please take a few minutes 
to take these to our Lord on 
their behalf.  Pray for my 

ministry and for the other 
women who minister to 
them.  We want to show 
Jesus to them and Godôs 
unconditional love for them. 
Grace and Peace, 
- Lori 

 

Prayers are being asked for 
some of the women that 
attend Agape.  I have been 
visiting, encouraging and 
talking with many of our 
women in transitions this 
past month.  Satan has at-
tacked many who already 
are dealing with overwhelm-

C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y  
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òPlease take a 

few minutes 

and take these  

women to the 

Lord in prayeró 

A g a p e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  

 

W o m a n ô s  M i n i s t r y 



Testament, Esther is told by 
Mordecai, ñAnd who knows but 
that you have come to royal po-
sition for such a time as 
this?ò (Esther 4:14b)  And she 
(with a little coaxing) proceeds to 
advocate for Godôs people when 
they were unable to defend 
themselves.   
Most of us will never ñcome to 
royal positionò but we may often 
be called to stand in the gap for 
someone who is unable to do so 
for themselves.  It is important 
that we are aware of any abuse 
going on around us and are 
tuned into Godôs voice that we 
may be aware when God has 

placed us in a position to be an 
advocate for His people.  This is 
how we help fulfill part of this 
love story that often just looks 
like real life. 
 

- Kathy  

Womenôs Recovery  

meetings of various types 
have all revealed the 
same thing ï not only do 
the folks whom we would 
label as ñnon-believersò or 
ñun-churchedò or ñlostò talk 
daily about God with oth-
ers in small group set-
tings, but theyôre actually 
living out lives of surren-
der and humility to God, 
and often much better 
than Christians are!  Our 
Recovery Ministry has 
such an amazing opportu-
nity to introduce lost men 
and women struggling 
with addictions, and who 
are already relying on a 
god of their own under-
standing to get them 
through their recovery, to 
the one true God.  Per-
haps even better, we have 
a chance to mutually min-
ister to each other ï we 
can share with them Je-
sus Christ, the one true 

God, and they can share 
with us what itôs like to give 
all of ourselves over to 
Him.  Both of us have pro-
found spiritual lessons to 
learn from one another, if 
only we take the opportu-
nity to reach out of our 
comfort zones.  
 ï Zak 
Recovery Group Leader 

Step One of the Twelve 
Steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous is ñWe admit-
ted we were powerless 
over alcohol ï that our 
lives had become unman-
ageable.ò  Step Two says 
ñ(We) came to believe that 
a Power greater than our-
selves could restore us to 
sanity.ò  Step Three is 
ñ(We) made a decision to 
turn our will and our lives 
over to the care of God as 
we understood 
him.ò  These first three 
steps are generally re-
ferred to as the ñgive upò 
steps.  While secular in 
usage, they (and in fact all 
twelve steps) have very 
obvious spiritual and bibli-
cal connections.  Literally 
millions of individuals 
across this country attend 
secular recovery meetings 
daily éand talk about 
God!  My experiences in 

W o m e n ô s  R e c o v e r y 
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òStep Three is 

ñ(We) made a 

decision to 

turn our will 

and our lives 

over to the 

care of God as 

we understood 

him.ò 

The Bible is a beautiful love story 
about how God loves His peo-
ple.  We have many examples of 
how He rescues His people from 
the hand of abuse.  In some ex-
amples such as Shadrack, Me-
shak, and Abednago, He res-
cues them in a supernatural way 
with an angel.  In some exam-
ples such as those Christians 
persecuted by Saul He rescues 
them personally and completely 
through death and salva-
tion.  The story of Esther is an 
example of how God uses other 
humans to assist in the rescue of 
His children.  In one of the most 
well-known phrases of the Old 


