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Matthew: Scribe for the Kingdom of God

This month
we have be-
gun a
monthly se-
ries on the
Gospels of
Jesus. Our
sermons will
focus each month on one of the
Gospels. This month our empha-
sis is Matthew. Our monthly bible
community focused on a deeper
study of the Gospel.

Matthew has tremendous appli-
cation to our mission at Agape.
Matthew also has key themes
that motivate us to keep our fo-
cus on the vision and call of Je-
sus to our community.

First, Matthew was a tax collec-
tor. In the Gospels tax collectors
weren’t considered sinners, they
were worse. The Gospels men-
tion “sinners and tax collectors.”
These individuals were employed
by the Roman and Jewish gov-
ernment to collect taxes from the
Jews. Matthew would have ex-
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Scribe for the kingdom of God—continued from pg1

torted fishermen like Peter,
James, John, and Andrew.
Zealots like Simon usually as-
sassinated people like Matthew.
The meal discussions of the
apostles must have been quite
colorful and | wonder how often
Jesus had to break up a poten-
tial fight. However, Matthew
writes to Jewish Christians and
seems to validate not only his
apostleship but his heritage as a
Jew. He constantly refers to the
Old Testament and quotes the
Biblical texts often. He connects
with the Jewish Christians and
calls them back to their God and
Savior Jesus.

Second, the readers of Matthew
must have been Jewish Chris-
tians struggling with their faith
(Matt. 16), rejection from their
families (Matt. 10), and the de-
struction of the Jewish temple
(Matt. 24). Matthew reminds
them that Jesus is the fulfillment
of scripture and the Jewish na-
tion. The Jews were called out
of Egypt and so was Jesus

(Matt. 2).The Jews wandered in
the wilderness 40 years but Je-
sus wandered 40 days (Matt. 4).
The Jews failed three tests but
Jesus succeeded (Matt. 4). Je-
sus did not come to remove their
Jewish faith but to fulfill or pro-
vide an example of this faith.

Third, Matthew seems to suggest
that the problem was not the
Jewish faith, but corrupt leaders.
When Joseph, a righteous man,
acted mercifully toward Mary
(Matt. 1:19) Matthew illustrates
that the law/Torah was about
mercy. This “new righteousness”
did not support individual “self
piety” but mercy, love, and grace.
In the Sermon on the Mount Je-
sus pointed out that the right-
eousness that was greater than
their leaders involved love, treat-
ing others with respect, and treat-
ing women with compassion
(5:18-20, 43-48; 7:12). God de-
sires mercy rather than sacrifice

(9:13). For the rich young ruler to
Continued on Pg. 4
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Barefoot Sunday June 7

Everyone here
knows the value
of a support
group while
struggling with
addiction or
abuse (the fifth
tradition of AA'is,
“Each group has
but one primary
purpose—to carry
its message to the
alcoholic who still
suffers”)

Mark your calendars!!

TYLER'S B-DAY
PARTY!!! June 6th
@ blue lake park 12-
9pm come and in as
you please. bring
what you want to eat
or drink. Make sure
you dress appropri-
ately for the evening
weather.

Music provided by
the Copy Dogs.

Gl
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Recovery Group Ministry

Agape puts high value
in the personal relation-
ships that we develop
with one another. One
of our three Core Val-
ues is “Relationship” -
with God, with fellow
Christians, and with
God'’s children outside
the Lord’s body. Our
emphasis on relation-
ship manifests itself in
all that we do at Agape,
from our Sunday ser-
vices to our Home Com-
munities to our various
ministries and to our
personal lives. Need-
less to say, Agape’s
Recovery Ministry em-
phasizes interpersonal
relationships. And why
not!? We are a skepti-
cal generation who has
tired of broken prom-
ises and manipulative
institutions. Those we
encounter couldn’t
care less about what
we say, but form almost
their entire opinion of
us around what we

do. Graham Johnston
writes, “The fact that
most people today
can’t pick out Chris-
tians from non-

Womenos

The women'’s recovery
group wrapped up for
the Summer with din-
ner and a movie. We
had a nice time visiting
as a group one more
time and will take a
break for the Summer
to train up new leaders
and begin new, more
specific groups in the

Christians is bad
enough, but if they
could, what makes us
‘pick-outable’ probably
is relatively incidental
to the gospel. Isn’t this
worse? And doesn’tit
suggest that critics are
right in refusing to ac-
cept what we Chris-
tians say we believe but
which our lives make a
lie?” How sad, but how
true.

Our Recovery Ministry
exists because the men
and women involved
know the importance of
interpersonal relation-
ships. Everyone here
knows the value of a
support group while
struggling with addic-
tion or abuse (the fifth
tradition of AA is, “Each
group has but one pri-
mary purpose—to carry
its message to the alco-
holic who still suf-
fers”). Everyone here
has seen the power of
faithful relation-
ships. Everyone here
recognizes that we
can’t minister to
abused or addicted

Recovery

Fall. Please visit with
Lori Clark or Kathy
Zumwalt if there is a
group you would like to
see started in the Fall.

-Kathy

people if we don’t first
have a relationship with
them. It’s no coinci-
dence that exactly half
of the Recovery Minis-
try’s annual budget is
allotted to meeting with
people at coffee
shops! Kathy and |
spend most of our time
as the Recovery Minis-
ters meeting with peo-
ple and developing re-
lationships. Just as
Christ can sympathize
with our weaknesses
because he’s been in
our shoes (Hebrews
4:15), we focus our
ministry on personal
relationships so we
have an opportunity to
not only understand
better those who are
struggling, but to make
a more significant im-
pact on their lives.

-Zak

Recovery Group Minister
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Womend6s Ministry

ships. But one area that has | want to take this opportu-
been a true blessing and hes! nity to thank everyone for
is how it has freed Ron up ta their prayers, support and
work more directly with the encouragement.

men of Agape. While he has

met with women from time tc Peace,

time, the bulk of that has
been taken by me. This al-
lows Agape to be a place the
both men and women fit in,
they can find a place to serv
or be served.

Approaching the one
year mar k as
ter, | have been looking back
at the areas that | wanted to
cover. Of course the main
one was to work with the
women of Agape and to helg
develop leadership among
them while ministering to
their needs. This has come
about in many ways. We
have been developing recov
ery/abuse groups, bible stud
ies, mentoring and friend-

Lori Clark

Single women’s home community went
to a High Tea together in Gresham

Tourette's Syndrome Awareness Night at PSU

On May 20th the Agape
Campus Ministry at Port-
land State University paired
together with the PSU Pre-
med Student Association to
host a Tourette's Syndrome
Awareness Night on cam-
pus. Few people know
about or truly understand
Tourette's syndrome. The
syndrome is a flawed brak-
ing system in the brain
where those who have it
are unable to control bodily
actions. They have physical
and vocal tics that disturb
their everyday life and
many people with the syn-
drome may also have obses-
sive compulsive disorder
and other complications.
What has made Tourette's
famous in the media is that
in some cases, a person may
burst out with swear words.
Some people may even
have tics that cause them to
injure themselves. People
who do not know about or
understand the disorder
may conclude that the per-

son with Tourette's is on
drugs, mentally disabled or
is doing these things to
cause a disturbance. In
most cases, none of these
are true.

At Agape there are two
people who have Tourette's
syndrome. One from our
campus ministry, Jen, told
us about some difficulty she
has had as a student with
Tourette's at PSU. We de-
cided to have an educa-
tional night to help students
and staff understand the
syndrome. The event was
very successful. Our
speaker, Erin Farrar, is Vice
Chairman of the Washing-
ton and Oregon Chapter of
the Tourette's syndrome
Association and educational
advocate. She did a great
job helping us understand
Tourette's with hands-on
activities and a very infor-
mative video | Have
Tourette's but Tourette's
Doesn't Have MéNe also

heard personal testimonies
from several people with
Tourette's including Jen and
several members of the
community who have
Tourette's.

Overall, it was an extremely
positive event for everyone.
We are hoping to make this
an annual event to continue
to support and advocate for
those with Tourette's Syn-
drome and to help more
people understand those
who have it.

Marc and Elissa

Campus Ministers

The Single Ladies home
munity has been renamg
owWi | df |l ower
focus. We still address
issue and challenges tha
single women, however
ryone is welcome to join
fellowship. We recently
an outing to a Tea Hous
The Dall es.
daughter was a missiond
and needed prayer for h
and her new mission in
It was great to minister t
and pray for her concer
In June we will be singin
Karaoke at the Pied Pip¢g
Pizza, 12300 ne 4th Plali
in Vancouver, Wa. For
details and information G
tact Glynda Crownover,
Geri Daniels.
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be mature he needed to givetothepace have traditionally translated this
(19:21). The Torah is about loving GaVangelistii t means fAgentilesodo and suggests
and neighbor (22:37). outside of our personal relationships. For these Jewish Christians, Jesus was calli
The corrupt religious and political leathem to develop a church that was ethnically, economically, and culturally diverse.
h I h

ers had neglected the important pomﬁ tthew has |mportant applications to the churcﬁﬁéﬂne@lFlrst the church

of Godbd l aw, just ? rp %g a ful

is calléd fo practice rlg teousness that expresses mercy, compassion, and justice.

ness (23:23). Flnally, the righteous Wl?oplcally, we understand righteousness as one who obeys the laws of the land. Ho
survive the judgment give to the poor
ver, Gododés people who are righteous

(25:346). In these stories Jesus tells . .
le that riaht N means br assion. Second, the church is call ed
peopie that righteousness eaSpachurch has a vision. Christians have

ticing mercy and compassion. to those outside of our group and practice mercy, justice, and compassion. At Agaf]
Fourth, Jesus is Emanuel or God withve empower our community because this is the mission Jesus has given us. Rathe
us. With the destruction of the Jewisht han being a church that fAseekso Godo
temple many of the Jewish Christiansnission we have already been given.

wondered where God dwelt. The templ
was only a symbol that God was among
the people, however, many of the leagR g Clark

ers worshipped the building rather than

the creator. In Matthew Jesus was God

among them as a child {23)9Jesus Suggested StUdy Outline of Matthew
was among (emanu) them wherever two

or three were gathered (18:20). Jesuﬁarratlve/Story
was with them as they went to all the Chapters
worl d, AiLo | am (emanu) with

youeo (28:20). Matthew remi nged t hesmgog Righteousness
that God had not abandoned them.

y? Because God desires mercy instead of sacrifice (Matt. 9:13)

Teaching Transition Theme

Formula

Finally, the Gentiles were to become
part of the mission. While the Jewish
Christians struggled with accepting
those outside of the Jewish nation, the1 1:2-12:50
book of Acts tells us that the church

exploded among these nations through

the apostle Paul and others. However, 14-17 18 19:1 Humility
Jesusd statement at the end of the Gos-

pel was, iGo disciple all gentil es, bapti z-

ing them in the name of the Father, Sot9:2-22:46 23-25 26:1 Judgment on
and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to Jerusalem
observe what | have taught youéd While

8-9 : Discipleship

Kingdom of God
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