
Paul greets Rufus as a well 

respected leader in his let-

ter to the Romans. The 

Gospel of Mark also trans-

lates many Jewish terms 

and customs and suggests 

that the letter was written 

for Gentiles. 

  There exists a Latin calen-

dar that was written as 

propaganda for Caesar Au-

gustus. Caesar Augustus 

was called divine, son of 

God, Lord of all, and Em-

peror. The calendar is an 

attempt to describe his 

birth as the beginning of a 

new divine age. The calen-

dar begins with, ñThe be-

ginning of the gospel con-

cerning Augustus son of 

godéò This is how Mark 

begins his gospel only he 

suggested that Jesus is the 

son of God, new emperor, 

Lord, and divine. The Ro-

man Christians were strug-

gling with living in the 

powerful Roman empire 

and under the authority of 

Caesar Nero, a paranoid 

and disgusting king. How-

ever, Markôs Gospel sug-

gests to the Roman Chris-

tians that Jesus is emperor 

This month we 

have been fo-

cusing on the 

Gospel of 

Mark. One of 

the Apostle 

Johnôs students, Papias, 

wrote that Peter preached 

to the Roman Christians 

while Mark collected the 

notes and later wrote the 

gospel. If this is true, then 

Mark is actually Peterôs 

sermons to the Roman 

church. This seems likely 

since Mark contains the 

word immediately (Greek 

word is euthus) throughout 

the Gospel. One can imag-

ine Peter preaching his 

messages very passionately 

while Mark said, ñslow 

down, slow down.ò  The 

Gospel of Mark is a fast 

pace story with Jesus mov-

ing at light speed to Jerusa-

lem. 

  In Mark 15:21 a man 

named Simon is compelled 

to carry Jesusô cross. Mark 

tells us that he was the fa-

ther of Rufus and Alexan-

der. These men must have 

been important in the early 

church. In Romans 16:13 
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The Womenôs ministry 

has had a busy month.  

We have a new intern/

apprentice!  Her name is 

Danna Nieto.  She is a 

recent graduate of Okla-

homa Christian. She has 

wanted to work with a 

church that is addressing 

womenôs issues.  We have 

been getting to know each 

other and going out and 

meeting with the different 

women at Agape.  One of 

her areas will be Human 

trafficking/prostitution.  

She is already meeting 

with a group that is help-

ing women in prostitution. 

This is going to enable 

Agape to work even more 

closely with these is-

sues.Two of the women in 

my Thursday morning 

group have been strug-

gling with housing issues.  

One was losing her home 

and the other had been 

evicted.  We have been 

praying and looking for 

alternative housing.  God 

answered these prayers in 

HUGE ways for these 

women.  One had her 

eviction erased from the 

courts, (which is unheard 
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of a kingdom that is near, 

within them, and powerful. 

Throughout Markôs Gospel 

Jesus is the great com-

mander of an army of 

peace. Crowds surround 

him, followers are built 

quickly, and power is dis-

pensed often. The fast pace 

of the Gospel suggests that 

he is a mighty captain who 

conquers territory rapidly. 

However, his movement is 

among the oppressed, suf-

fering, and outcasts. His 

movement is also one of 

love, peace, and compas-

sion. Jesus is not triggered 

by anger (as most military 

heroes were driven) he is 

triggered by compassion. 

The military offensive cli-

maxes in chapters 8 with 

the great confession and 9 

where he is transfigured in 

the presence of Peter, 

James, and John. Begin-

ning with these stories he 

begins to tell them that he 

will die at Jerusalem and 

then be raised again. 

Roman emperors had a 

habit of showing off their 

battle victories. This was 

called the triumph.  

continued on pg 4         
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of) and the other had been 

on a waiting list for low in-

come housing for 6months 

and her name was chosen. It 

has been great to see the 

growth that these women are 

experiencing.  They have 

also been attending Agape 

the past few Sundays and are 

feeling very welcome and 

relaxed. 

Another woman has started 

the process of a 6 month 

drug rehab.  She is doing 

amazing things.  The state 

worked with her to keep her 

children with her and she is 

spending some of her 

weekly passes on Sunday 

mornings with us.  We cele-

brated with her today with a 

lunch out for pizza and great 

fellowship from some of her 

old home community 

friends.  God is truly work-

ing in her life. 

Please keep these ladies and 

others in prayer. 

I am approaching my one 

year mark as Womenôs Min-

ister.  God has blessed me in 

so many ways.  Please con-

tinue to pray for this work.  

Also for continued support, 

this will drop off drastically 

in September.  I appreciate 

those who have supported 

me and for the ones that sup-

port me monthly.   

 

Thank you. 

 

If you would like to help, 

contributions may be sent to: 

Agape church of Christ,  

Attn Womenôs Ministry 

11124 NE Halsey #635 

 Portland , OR 97220.  

 

Checks are written to Agape 

church of Christ, in care of 

womenôs ministry. 

Blessings, Lori Clark 

are looking at various recov-

ery workbooks to see if any 

would benefit us.  Iôm also 

taking advantage of a lighter 

schedule to meet with recov-

ery centers and counseling 

organizations here in Port-

land, both faith-based and 

secular, that Agape can de-

velop relationships 

with.  There are some won-

derful people in this city 

who have a great passion for 

those in recovery (and in-

credible knowledge) and 

weôre confident that we can 

benefit each other and those 

struggling here in Portland 

together.  For example, a 

recent result of our work 

with the local Sheriffôs De-

partment was that they have 

asked us to help the 

ñJohnsò (men who solicit 

prostitutes) they find with 

their sexual addictions.  God 

is truly opening doors!  Fi-

nally, Kathy and I depart on 

July 5th for a month-long, 

cross-country trip where we 

will be able to present what 

Weôre encouraging our Re-

covery Groups to slow down 

a bit for these next couple 

months while folks are trav-

eling or with family.  Weôre 

using the summer as a time 

to recharge our batteries and 

prepare for the fall when we 

will start back up again in 

earnest.  Itôs important for 

our men and women in re-

covery to not stop meeting 

with each other completely 

(for support and accountabil-

ity purposes), but we do 

want them to take a little 

time off.  We had a picnic 

for our Recovery Group 

leaders a couple weeks ago 

which was a great time to 

relax, enjoy some Hawaiian 

food, talk about how things 

went these past 6 months, 

and brainstorm ideas for the 

Recovery Ministry when we 

start back up in the fall.  One 

idea that came out of our 

picnic was to explore using 

some sort of curriculum in 

our groups, so myself and a 

couple of the other leaders 

weôre learning about addic-

tions and abuse here at 

Agape to a handful of differ-

ent churches.  In the middle 

of our trip weôve also been 

asked to be the speakers at a 

three-day conference on 

healing in Colorado, which 

will provide an excellent 

forum to discuss in great 

detail our ministry and min-

istering to the addicted and 

abused in general.  God truly 

is providing our Recovery 

Ministry opportunities to 

take His good news to folks 

who need to hear it.  Please 

be in prayer for all of us 

involved in such an impor-

tant work.  

 ïZak 

Womenõs Ministry  

Recovery Ministry  
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Itõs important for 

our men and women 

in recovery to not 

stop meeting with 

each other 

completely (for 

support and 

accountability 

purposes), but we 

do want them to 

take a little time 

off.    

- Zak  



Itôs hard to believe the 

school year is over. Itôs even 

harder to believe that Marc 

and I have been at Agape 

now for almost nine months! 

It has been a huge blessing 

working with Agape. Al-

though building a campus 

ministry from the ground up 

hasnôt been a piece of cake, 

we feel like our first school 

year was a great one. We 

wouldnôt have lasted this 

long if it werenôt for God, 

our wonderful church family 

and supporters (all over the 

world!) and the amazing 

students in our ministry who 

are ready and willing for just 

about anything. We are es-

pecially grateful to them for 

accepting us as friends and 

letting us take a leadership 

position so we could learn 

and work with them to reach 

out to those who need God. 

We have learned so much 

this year and feel even more 

prepared to start a new 

school year come Septem-

ber. 

Grace and Peace  

Elissa 
 

Campus Ministry  

There were these three street 

kids with an inflatable bat. 

Their names were Andi, 

Maggot, and Dee. They held 

up a sign that read: "Hit a 

bum for a quarter!" at first 

Nathan and I were kind of 

like... uhhhh.... but the more 

we hung out with these three 

the more we realized that 

they were hilarious! Really 

and truly, these 3 made us 

laugh so much. We found 

out that they were just pass-

ing through Portland and 

moving onto to another city 

that weekend. The thought it 

would be a "creative way" to 

panhandle. We didn't think 

that anyone would actually 

hit them with this inflatable 

bat, but as it turns out, chil-

dren find it hilarious! We 

invited them to church but 

they were heading off on 

Sunday, but it was good to 

meet them! 

-Now, onto Human Traf-

ficking. When I came here I 

knew I wanted to do some-

thing in this area but just 

constantly prayed the prayer 

that God would open the 

doors he wanted to. Well we 

were kind of worried about 

what our role would be in all 

of this. My first week, we 

got a call from the attorney's 

office about a woman who 

has 2 children who was try-

ing to get out of prostitution. 

The problem is, she had no 

money and no way to get to 

California to get her name 

cleared. So Agape did was it 

does best, they rallied up 

their resources and got this 

woman the money to get the 

job done. And so it began. 

We then got information 

about a place called Council 

for Prostitution Alternatives. 

This place helps women and 

men get out of prostitution 

and back into the real world. 

So we're meeting with the 

director next Monday to talk 

about how Agape can be a 

part of what they are doing! 

Iôm blessed to be a part of 

this group of believers and I 

am so excited to see how 

God is going to use them to 

shape my life along with all 

of the people we come into 

contact with. Thank you for 

your support and prayers. 

 

-Danna Nieto 

Womenõs ministry intern 

Before I came to Portland, I 

really didn't know what to 

expect. I knew I'd be work-

ing with a group of great 

people. I knew that Agape 

was reaching out to people 

and I knew that I wanted to 

be a part of this church. It 

just feels right to be here! 

And i love that feeling! 

So what's been going on? 

- I've been tagging along 

with Lori and seeing how 

she does her ministry. It's 

been great meeting women 

and young ladies who God 

is putting in our paths. We 

have a group we meet with 

ever Thursday of a couple of 

women. We just talk about 

life and every Thursday our 

friend asks if we want to 

read out of the Bible. It's 

great! 

- We also meet with other 

ladies at different times over 

coffee or for lunch. I've met 

a lot of great women and 

have learned a lot from Lori 

and Ron as well. 

- We go downtown to find 

people to take to lunch. Na-

than (Ron and Lori's oldest 

son) went together to look 

for whomever God would 

place in our path. We didn't 

find a homeless person to 

hang out with... we found 3! 
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I knew that Agape  

 

was reaching out  

 

to people and I  

 

knew that I wanted  

 

to be a part of  

 

this church. It  

 

just feels right  

 

to be here! And i  

 

love that feeling!  

 

- Danna 



Danna Nieto graduated from 

Oklahoma Christian Univer-

sity this past May. She has 

moved to Portland to work 

with Lori as a Womenôs 

Ministry intern. She is sup-

ported by Park Plaza Church 

of Christ. Danna has begun 

her work with the women at 

Agape and will help facili-

tate our Human Trafficking 

Ministry at Agape. Lori, 

Danna, and I met with the 

director of the Council for 

Prostitution Alternatives to 

discuss ways that we can 

support them in helping 

women leave prostitution. 

Our Human Trafficking 

Ministry has twelve men 

and women who will be 

working and training with 

some of our government 

agencies. We are excited to 

have another member of the 

team as Agape continues to 

grow. 

Ron 

Welcome Danna Nieto, womenõs ministry intern 

11124 NE HALSEY ST # 635  

PORTLAND, OR 97220 -2021  

 

Agape church of Christ  
Weõre on a mission from God 

Weõre on the web  

www.agapecoc.com   

Phone: 503 -3135329  

Send Prayer Requests to  

office@agapecoc.com    

The victorious general paraded through the streets of 

Rome and led a procession of soldiers, captives, and 

booty to the city center. Nero was especially arrogant 

in this event. He wore white garments, took a long 

journey through the Roman streets (to prolong his 

parade), was offered gall/wine which he rejected, was 

accompanied by two officials (one on the right and 

one on the leftðour president still speaks accompa-

nied by two important officials even today), smeared 

blood on his face, and offered the final sacrifice at the 
capitol (Latin for head). In Markôs Gospel Jesus does 

the same and ends at the hill of the skull (similar to 

head or capitol). Jesusô triumph is one of humiliation, 

suffering, pain, and his own death. His trip through 

the streets of Jerusalem was similar to Neroôs tri-

umph, only his did not end with the sacrifice. Jesus 

rose. 

Mark: Jesus the new Emperorðcontinued from pg 1 

Today the Gospel of Mark has a powerful message to Godôs 

people. While we may not have a crazy emperor as leader we 

struggle to see two contrasting kingdoms. The kingdom of 

Rome promises power, false peace, and violence. The empire of 

Jesus, however, was modeled by the crucifixion and resurrec-

tion of our true emperor. It promises true justice, love, compas-

sion, and hope. At Agape, many of our ministries are driven by 

compassion. Just as Jesus was triggered by compassion so we 

wish to reflect the same heart in our ministry. We are seeing the 

effects of this ministry. People come, people love, people ask 
for prayer, and people give. A mighty army grows when love 

and compassion become our motto and motivation for what we 

do. This is what Agape means, love and spiritual maturity with 

unconditional love. 

Thanks for your prayers. 

Ron 



 

 

The Staff of the Clackamas  Claim Jumper will host  a Community Support Night,  

An Evening to Benefit Agape Church of Christ . 
 

Claim Jumper will proudly donate 15 % of your Pre -Tax food and beverage purchase to the  

 Agape church of Christ for Agape Blit z!  
 

We hope that you can join us for a night of great food, fun, and fundraising!  
 (All flyers must be distributed prior to the event date)  

What:  Fundraiser Night  
Wh ere :  Claim Jumper Clackamas  
  9085 SE Sunnyside~97015            

When:  August 5th  
       We dnesday, 5pm �± 10pm  
 

 ** Please Call for Reservations at (503) 654 -3700  **  
 

 

 


