
Prayers 

Growth of our new home 

communities. 

 

Leadership development in 

our home communities. 

 

Those studying to be bap-

tized. 

 

Recovery Communities 

 

Agape Blitz August 22-24 and 

September 5-7. 

 

Fundraising for an office and 

part time administrative 

ministry/assistant. 

Attendance:  

July  6  67   

July 13 58  

July 20 67  

July 27  48   

  

 Avg = 60   
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This summer has been a time for vacations, regrouping, and love. Lori, the boys, and I 

returned for 17 days to the Midwest to raise funds, vacation, and share in marriage 

celebrations for two of our couples at Agape. 

Dave Sears and Karissa Gaer were married July 12 in Harlan, 

Iowa. The wedding was held at a farm near Karissaõs home 

town. To all our surprise the temperature was 79 degrees 

and a light breeze blew across the cornfields and the pasture 

on this beautiful farm.  

 

  

  

 

The next week, July 20, Kevin Thompson and Lia Elliott were 

also married outside of West Linn, Oregon on a small farm. 

The weather was also beautiful and a sunny 85 degrees.  

 

 

 

Both weddings reminded Lori and I that as Agape grows, so will our responsibilities to 

develop marriage and family ministries. Equally we, and our leadership must model 

strong and healthy marriages. The Thompsons and Sears will transition from our pre-

marital home community to join a new young marriedõs community. They also will be part of 

our ministry to guide engaged and dating couples.  

At Agape we believe that Jesusõ relationship with the church is reflected by healthy marriages. 

While we seek to reach out to those who are hurting, we also know that God has called us 

to empower dysfunctional marriages and families to health and wholeness in Jesus. While 

some believe that every marriage is dysfunctional at Agape we plan to prove this false. 
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