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Jesus the Friend of Sinners and Tax Collectors:
A Month with Dr. Luke

¥ This month
% we spent
time in the
Gospel of

| Luke. Luke
)Y not only
paints us an
exciting
picture of Jesus, he also
challenges the church to re-
think our direction and vi-
sion for ministry.

The Apostle Paul tells us
that Luke is a doctor (Col.
4:12). It seems logical that
Paul would have had a phy-
sician on his mission team
since he tended to run into a
lot of physical punishment
when he preached. Michael
Jackson had his dermatolo-
gist, Paul had his doctor
(possibly a trauma special-
ist). In Acts 16:11 Paul was
leaving Troas. The language

AGAPE BLITZ

Every year Agape funnels many
resources into our community.
Over the last two years Agape
members, friends, and commu-
nity advocates have cleaned and
prepared public school grounds,
shelters, and a couple businesses
for their fall work. We have pro-

vided children in abuse shelters
with school supplies. We have
also built homes at Dignity Vil-

lage as well. At our first Blitz

under 100 people worked to-
gether to serve Portland. Last
year 230 came out to work. This

in Acts
to oweb
joined the mission team at
Troas. It seems likely that
Luke was a convert from this
area and Paul asked him to
be part of their mission. In
the ancient world doctors
were important people. Some
of the things we know about
them are:

They were Gentiles (non -
Jews)

Most were slaves

Most were associated with
Asklepius, the god of healing

The temple of Asklepius was
called an Asklepion. It held a
large library. Doctors were
skilled at research, investi-
gation, and study.

Doctors needed to know
many spells, religious rites,

¢ h a n g e sandnames of foreign gods
s u g g e st duetothe growing diversity

in the Roman empire.
In the beginning of Luke the

good doctor tells us that he
ohas carefully
everything from the begin-
ning, 6 and that
ing an oorder|l
what had happened among
them (1:3-4). Luke was a
researcher. While he had
never met Jesus he tells sto-
ries that no other Gospel
writer tells us. He tells us
what people are thinking or
pondering in their hearts
(especially Mary). The Gos-
pel of Luke is the result of a
Christian who researches
the untold stories of Jesus
and delivers them to the
church.

continued on pg.4

IS COMING SOON!

year we have many more friends
and organizations who will part-
ner with Agape to serve our city.
Projects  include  bathroom/
shower facilities at Dignity Vil-
lage, school and graffiti cleanup,
helping at shelters, and gather-
ing supplies for other commu-
nity organizations. We truly
believe that God will bless our
city in this way:

0Seek the peace
of the city to which | have car-
ried you into

exi

This year Claim
taurant in Clackamas County
has offered to donate 15% of the
proceeds from sales of those
coming to support Agape Blitz. If
you are in the area we would
like you to take the attached
flyers with you and present
them to your server. We are
excited to partner with many in
our community to both bless and
serve our city.
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Womands I ntern and human traff.

Since | have been here, | have been fortu- so that her family could be a part of it! This who are trying to get out of Prostitution. to

nate to participate in a weekly Bible study is just another instance of God working learn more about CPA visit their web-

that Lori had been doing with a woman through people. site. http://www.prostitutionalternatives.org/

hamed Alena. Lori has been studying with Our Human Trafficking Team will be meet- Pray that we can figure out where God is

Alena for about 6 months and while the ing this Tuesday for dinner. | have a LOT o leading us in this venture. I'm so excited to

Clark's were on vacation | got to spend

things to discuss with the group. We are  dive into this some more and just love some

some more one on one time with her. Alen:

trying to be intentional about how we are  people in the process! Go with God this

is an incredible person. She has so much serving people in Portland who have been/ week and just remember that when you ask

faith in God and anyone can just see her

or are involved in trafficking. Since I've him for opportunities, he WILL give them

passion and willingness to learn more. She been volunteering with Council for Prostitu- to you. Keep your eyes open and treat eve-

always has questions and wants to learn. |, tion Alternatives, I've been given some

personally, have learned so much from her

ryone as if they were God himself. WE are

ideas in how we, as a church, can help this all created in his image. never forget to pray

faith. She has overcome a difficult past anc organization. Some of our ideas are ones fiand give me your ideas about fund raising if

's trying to start over. | am so happy that | fundraising, such as having a garage sale ( you have some!

was able to witness her new beginning. La . ; ;
a carwash. We're trying to raise money for Thank you and | love you all

Thursday she was so excited that she CPA because they do so much for women

wanted to just go do it! She decided to wait Danna Nieto

Womands ministry

Campus Ministry

c ki

I nter

Although school is out, there is still a
lot going on in Campus Ministry! This
summer we are having BBQs every
other week for a fun time of eating
food together and fellowship. We have
had a steady flow of newcomers to our
Sunday night BBQs. It has been great
to get to know them. Last week three
homeless teens joined us and | think
it was a blessing for all of us. Also, we
are going to start a weekly group Bi-
ble study this summer that

will  hopefully continue on into the
fall term at Portland State. It will be a
good time to | et
as a campus ministry. August 22 nd js

G o q@ré and'Hids4

AGAPE BLITZ! Agape is going to love
Portland by doing different service
projects throughout the city. The
campus ministry is planning on doing
a few service projects on the PSU
campus. Finally, we will be heading
to the southern Oregon coast on Labor
Day weekend to have fun and work on
group building!

Thank you all for your prayers and
support for this ministry. It is so great
to see the ways God is working!

shape us

Campus Ministry
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Oril ., our Womenés Mini
. ' Nl ster p
grt‘zrnzégr a while. Alena has come out of years of abuse "1 e
a
11124 NE HALSEY Ho ourl10“0n and has worked hard to grow closer to God.
ST#635 he 3'2" gest son Jamerson (below) wants to get in with
PORTLAND, OR er. Alena is also responsible for bringing many to church
97220-2021 with her. Lori says that the Thursday study has tumed
Into a small group. More on this on my blog
http: i
Phone: 503.313.5329 ata //eifgl:nengsvshkelvo el.blogspot.com/2009/07/new -jife -at-
Send Prayer adape-empowering -women. htm|
Requests to
office@agapecoc.com . .
Sr?'le was baptized Into Jesus this morning by Lori, Our
Webro on a miscsion from cod Sjellzsap;z)r/]it_fg;;;e is i\f);ol;I Study with them, you baptize
- Y € Pharisees h
gla;]nmg and baptizing more disciples than John cafd tha
although it was not Jesus who baptized but his disciples . ¢
Wedre on the
www.agapecoc.com
Jesus a friend of Sinners & continued from pg 1
Luke also suggests that other stories of ~ When John the Baptist nears the end of day. He was criticized for going into the
Jesus have been told and possibly his life he sends two disciples to ask if home of a chief tax collector (Luke 19);
written for the church (L:1 -2). It may be Jesus |~s the messt:ah. It .seems that Je- v;:elcorrljlnl? 1s;1;e;s z?nd eatlgg :Nlth _
that Matthew and Mark were already ‘:’IUSS e mp a'l‘:f' s '\C/)In _soc¢ them (Lu e, 1-2); an hi etft ! ntg
circulated among the churches, but e}vgt een atsr,] ap[r)](:a;mg as tesﬁ;?mc wo mLakn © tcdrthy o.nt dl sd €e
Luke tells us that his Gospel is another ministry was thought to be (not unlike ever, Luke wanted the ancient and mod-
account of Jesus. today). The disciples of John asked Je- ern church to know that
' _ sus in the middle of his healing minis- pose was about outreach, not self -
This suggests that the Gospel was writ-  try. Jesus responded that John needed focused ministry. The ¢

ten to a church that already knew the
story of Jesus.
ued emphasis on the poor, oppressed,
women, widows, and reaching outcasts
also suggests that the church needed to
be reminded of their mission. Luke tells

the ancient and modern church that

Jesus came to bring social justice to a
society that oppres

In Luke 416 -19 Jesus?d
the synagogue was that he had come to
free the oppressed, blind, poor, and
those imprisoned. Jesus suggested that
this was the year
vor). A major theme in Luke is the free-

dom of those who are oppressed by soci-

ety. In Luke 6:20-49 Jesusé®d
the plain suggests that the kingdom of
God is o0divine
are blessed and the wealthy humbled.

to hear that people were being released

Howegvfe ry, h eliurk ed g p rceond ii dimr

one who is not of f enc

Throughout the Gospel Jesus reaches
people who were neglected by the cor-
rupt religious us leaders of the day. Is it
possible that they were also people who

s }g/eﬁe b@lggﬁ rﬁ%lect%drl(by Ia~ &orméoﬁa_ble
church? Lu Gosp

e o0s

f i r seimind®retd aScBugck that He is a friend

of sinners and tax collectors, eats with
outcasts, and forgives prostitutes. In
Luke 14 Jesus also challenges the

0 fchuréhut® dpéneteir horhe8, taBldsSandf a

hearts to those who are marginalized in
society.

sermaon n L
T‘?\e ministry o?.]esus brought criticism

rever @0 hg Uagiiopy gommupity of g o

day was a church that had already
heard the story, but somehow they had :
forgotten the
on social justice and his telling stories of
divine reversal suggest that the people

of God needed to rethink their vision,
val ues, and purpose.
courages the church to focus outside
their doors, rather than on themselves.
The message can also challenge us to-
day that the Son of Man came to seek
and save that which is lost (Luke 19:11).

Ron

purpose.

Lu
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