
Itôs that time of year again.  The 

countdown to the first day of 

school is on, the sun is no longer 

a novelty, the Oregon State Fair 

is only a week away, and our 

supporters from Tulsa, OK are in 

town.  It must be Agape Blitz 

time!  This year Ron practiced 

one of our Core Values 

(Empowerment) and handed over 

the reins of Agape Blitz to Marc 

and I.  Not only did this take 

something off of Ronôs always 

full plate, but it gave Marc and I 

an opportunity to organize the 

service projects around Portland 

and serve our family members as 

they served our fair city.  We are 

thankful for Ronôs encourage-

ment, instruction, patience, and 

confidence in us before, during, 

and after the Blitz. 

This year we were blessed to 

serve at five locations around 

Portland over two days.  On Fri-

day the 21st we were at Agapeôs 

new office building on Cascade 

Collegeôs former campus.  This 

house used to belong to Cas-

cadeôs Athletic Department but is 

now Agapeôs office!  So, a group 

of folks painted the outside of the 

building ñEspressoò & 

ñMountain Snowò (brown & 

white!), cleaned the inside, and 

did lawn work around both the 

house and the campus.   What an 

amazing difference it made, and 

at the cost of only a bee sting and 

a fall from a ladder! Anyhow, it 

was a wonderful day to be out-

side working with friends and 

(new!) neighbors. 

    

 

 

 

 

  On Saturday the 22nd we served 

at Lincoln High School, Dignity 

Village, Anawim Christian Shel-

ter, and Teras Interventions & 

Counseling Center.  At LHS we 

joined the student body in pulling 

up weeds, painting in and around 

their building, and doing some 

general cleaning.  Weôre told 

there were 170 people working 

that day at the school (can we 

count them in our Agape Blitz 

attendance!?).  We are actually 

planning on having another 

workday at LHS in the next cou-

ple weeks so we can bless our 

gracious host even further.  We 

are so thankful for our blossom-

ing relationship with them! 

At Dignity Village we joined the 

Fire Marshall and his wife in 

upgrading the Villageôs common 

area building (how cool is it that 

two years ago the Fire Marshall 

was Public Enemy #1 at the Vil-

lage but because of our past two 

Agape Blitzes heôs now serving 

there right along with us!?).  The 

common area building received a 

fresh coat of ñMountain Snowò 

on the outside and insulation and 

dry wall on the inside!  More 

importantly, the group at Dignity 

Village was able to interact with 

its residents and in some cases, 

work side by side with them. 

Finally, the group that worked at 

Anawim (a homeless shelter that 

also serves meals once a week 

during Bible studies) accom-

plished some deep cleaning, yard 

work, and painting.  A couple 

hours into the service project half 

of the group split off to work at 

Teras, which is associated with 

Anawim but in a different loca-

tion.  Teras is Anawimôs domes-

tic violence intervention and drug 

counseling center.  At that loca-

tion a group did some painting, 

cleaning, and waxing of floors. 

As we discussed with the mem-

bers of Agape leading up to the 

Blitz, we served Portland this 

year because, as Christians, it is 

our responsibility as residents of 

our city (Jeremiah 29:5-7).  We 

are called to service (Mark 

10:45) and to be involved in the 

lives of those in our neighbor-

hoods (Acts 4:34-35).  We are 

called to be a light in the dark-

ness around us (Matthew 5:14) 

and a gleaming city up on a hill 

(Matthew 5:16).  We at Agape 

believe our work is evangelism 

and our service a lesson about 

Jesus.  We hope to always gladly 

pull weeds and paint here in Port-

land because we believe Jesus 

would have done the same.  

Thanks SO much to everyone 

who participated in this yearôs 

Agape Blitz ï for your work, 

your love, and your example.  

Thanks also for making people 

your priority and not the projects.  

We look forward to ñpulling 

weeds for Jesusò with you next 

year! 

-Zak 
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I wanted to take this opportunity to share 

this with all of the readers of our newslet-

ter: 

Looking back over this past year, as the 

womenôs minister for Agape, I realize that 

so much has happened and that so many 

lives have been touched and transformed.  I 

feel blessed to have been a part of this jour-

ney with so many people. Your prayers and 

support have made this possible. 

1. As I have developed the women, 

our menôs ministry has begun to 

grow as well.  Ron has been able 

to spend the time needed to de-

velop our various menôs groups. 

2. Danna Nieto is working with 

Agape as the womenôs intern.  

She is a graduate of Oklahoma 

Christian.  We are working to-

gether as she develops our sex 

trafficking ministries which began 

last year. This demands more 

leadership from healthy and spiri-

tually mature Christian women. 

3. I have been privileged to study 

with and baptize a lady that has 

been coming for a while. She is 

always bringing people to our 

studies which continue to grow. 

4. In the past, year we have had two 

intern couples join in our work.  

They are involved in the campus 

and recovery ministries.  I have 

been able to spend time with each 

of the ladies and help them to 

develop their areas of their minis-

try. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Lori 

done and I enjoyed learning 
new names of parents and 
students at Lincoln High 
School who were serving 
right next to me. It was a 
great experience and I am 
fortunate to be a part of a 
church that is constantly 
looking for ways to serve 

August has been a VERY 
eventful month. I took a bit 
of a "vacation" to go home 
for my best friend's wedding 
and after that we had the 
group from Park Plaza Church 
of Christ in Tulsa come 
visit and work very hard for 
Agape Blitz. We got so much 

the community. We don't sit 
in pews... we cancel ser-
vices to SERVE the commu-
nity. Amazing.  
 
Danna 

Womenôs intern  

Womenôs Ministry 

is sharing the building. One of the best 

parts of helping at Anawim was being a 

part of their worship service that happened 

in the middle of us doing the yard work. 

We were able to have some time to worship 

and visit with some of the homeless com-

munity in Portland that attend Anawim. 

 

We also helped to paint at the offices for 

Teras Interventions and Counseling. They 

also share a facility with Anawim Minis-

tries, so it was great to help fix up a build-

ing that is very obviously well used for so 

many great causes. For more information 

about Teras you can go to http://

www.terasinc.org/ 

 

Please continue to pray for my family as 

my dad passed away this week. Thank you 

for all of your support and prayers! 

 

Marc and Elissa Andresen 

Agape Campus Ministers 

What an awesome Blitz experience! This 

past weekend for Agape Blitz we and sev-

eral college students and young adults were 

able to serve Anawim Ministries here in 

Portland. Anawim serves the homeless 

community in Southeast Portland and 

Gresham, a suburb of Portland. It was a 

great opportunity to help Anawim. We 

pulled weeds and trimmed bushes at a 

church building where Anawim meets. 

Since they borrow the building from an-

other congregation it was nice to help them 

better their relationship with the church that 

Campus Ministry 

http://www.terasinc.org/
http://www.terasinc.org/
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    Kathy and I safely returned from our 

month-long trip during which time we 

were able to share with churches across 

the country what Agapeôs Recovery Min-

istry is all about, or more generally, how 

to address addiction and abuse within the 

Church.  When it was all said and done 

we ended up giving 13 presentations in 

30 days!  The last stop on our trip was at 

a conference in SW Colorado where I 

was asked to be the featured speaker, so 

we were blessed to spend 3 days there 

focusing specifically on ñHealing Wa-

tersò and how God works through our 

various struggles. 

 

At every stop on our trip we constantly 

had people come up to Kathy or me and 

share their personal experiences with 

abuse or addiction.  In some cases they 

would start out by saying, ñIôve never 

told anyone about this butéò  Weôre 

saddened that some feel like they canôt 

bring their struggles to their congrega-

tions, but glad that we were there to lend 

a listening ear.  This ministry truly is 

applicable to every congregation in 

America and needs to be discussed much 

more often than it is within our churches. 

 

So what lessons can be applied from the 

wide-ranging experiences we had on our 

trip?  What common advice can we give 

to churches that are caring and coura-

geous enough to make recovery from 

addiction and abuse a priority?  We think 

there are four things the Church needs to 

do: Listen, Accept, Refer, and Supple-

ment. 

 

To ñListenò is to ask God how the con-

gregation can address the problems it 

may be facing and then listen for His 

response.  Listen to how scripture calls 

the Church to respond to the issues and 

the people who struggle in these areas.  

Listen to members to understand what 

theyôre experiencing and how they can 

be helped.  Finally, listen as much as 

possible to counselors, recovery centers, 

psychologists, literature, etc. to learn 

about the issues people in the congrega-

tion are struggling with and how to han-

dle them. 

 

To ñAcceptò the Church needs to ac-

knowledge that members of the congre-

gation are struggling with addiction and 

abuse issues and not just ignore them or 

wish them away.  Then the Church needs 

to talk about those issues so they can be 

dealt with.  Create a safe atmosphere 

where people can be open.  Finally, the 

Church needs to accept people - struggles 

and all.  People with addictions or abuse 

will never feel accepted if the Church 

isnôt willing to learn about their struggles 

and then love them unconditionally any-

way. 

  

To ñReferò is to have faith that God is 

working in the organizations in the sur-

rounding community and that through 

them God can bring healing.  The Church 

must humbly seek out professional sup-

port for individuals when it does not have 

the appropriate training/knowledge/

experience that a struggling person de-

serves.  If the Church loves its people, it 

will seek out the best possible help for its 

people. 

 

Finally, the Church ñSupplementsò by 

building upon the professional recovery 

taking place in the surrounding commu-

nity by developing its own ministry that 

addresses the spiritual aspect of recovery.  

Even the secular community recognizes 

the necessity for a spiritual element in 

oneôs recovery ï the Church needs to be 

willing to provide it.  The Church must 

step up and fulfill its God-given respon-

sibility to minister to those struggling 

with these issues rather than ignoring 

them or relying on secular organizations 

to be the cure-all. 

 

We are so thankful for the lessons we 

learned on our trip, for the people God 

introduced us to, for the opportunity to 

deliver Godôs message to those who 

needed to hear it, and for our safe return 

to our family here at Agape.  We pray we 

will never stop pursuing Godôs will for 

this ministry and that it continues to bless 

hurting people both locally and nation-

ally. 

 

-Zak 

Recovery Ministry 

Friends Day Is Coming! OCTOBER 4TH 

We will have our special friends day in the 

auditorium at Lincoln High School. The 

auditorium is located on the top level of the 

High school. 

Invite your friends to come and worship and 

let us get to know them.   

Friends Day!!! 



A Vision For The Churches 

Christopher Kaden Spence was a happy baby with a beautiful spirit. All 

of us at Agape would be touched by his infections smile. His mother 

Elsie has been with us for over a year and we remember visiting the hos-

pital in mid December to greet another new baby at Agape. Christopher 

and Elsie went home during one of the worst snow storms Portland has 

seen in 50 years. Yet, both of them were regulars at Agape. We all 

grieved when we heard the news that Christopher had died of SIDS on 

Monday, August 2. All of those touched by his life were also touched by 

his death. In a tremendous display of love Dignity Village, Agape, Satur-

day Market, and Christopherôs family and friends raised the money for 

his funeral costs. It is impossible to know how many people this baby 

touched but we believe that he is smiling in the arms of Jesus waiting for 

us to see him again. 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit.  Whoever loves his life loses it, and 

whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.  If anyone serves me, they must follow 

me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If 

anyone serves me, the Father will honor them.ó In 

this text Jesus tells us that through nature we un-

derstand that things must die for there to be fruit. 

He also suggests that we must be willing to give up 

our lives and follow Jesus for a greater vision. This 

is the glory of God. 

At Agape we have broken the 100 barrier so common 

in churches. My challenge this month has been for 

our people at Agape to reflect on their life, their 

vision, and the mission of Agape. This is where 

churches struggle. This is where members struggle. 

We have to ask the question, òDo we want to be a 

comfortable church or a church that continues the 

vision cast when we began?ó A church committed to 

evangelism, outreach, and empowering the op-

pressed expects commitment from all of its mem-

bers. While we do not claim to be the only church we 

Over the years one of the places I have enjoyed 

teaching the most is George Fox Evangelical Semi-

nary. This year I have been asked to be a faculty 

adviser for doctoral students. I will be given five 

students (cohort) to work with for three years 

through the process of developing, researching, and 

writing their dissertation. This will be done with 

popular author Dr. Len Sweet. On Wednesday I sat in 

a room with thirteen students, most of whom will do 

their work on reviving the local, traditional, estab-

lished church. As a church planter I have had to 

leave the traditional structure to follow Godõs vision 

to reach new people with new churches. My philoso-

phy has been that Jesus said that you cannot put 

new wine in old wine skins because new wine needs 

new wine skins. However, I am reminded by these 

students that there are others with the courage to 

help declining churches revive and once again reach 

people for Jesus. Their reasonñthe church is worth 

saving. I intentionally chose some of them for my 

cohort so that I might be challenged to see Jesus 

working to build his church in many various ways. 

In John 12:24-26, Jesus stated that in order for 

there to be life, there must be death. "The hour has 

recognize that we have to cultivate this vision. We 

thank God for the many other churches in Portland 

that can nurture, develop, and help others heal in 

their walk with Jesus. However, we must continue 

our vision of sharing Jesus with those in our city. 

The future of the church is not based on its building, 

worship services, or status in the community. It is 

based on its willingness to glorify God. It is based on 

its leaders having the vision and desire to lay their 

lives down for others. However, it also needs mem-

bers who are willing to follow Jesus and their lead-

ers by also sacrificing for the cause of Jesus. The 

only way we can reach people for Jesus is to die for 

them. Many people are leaving the church. Many 

people are dying outside the church building. Many 

people long to be reunited with Jesus but they are 

afraid to come inside the walls of the church build-

ing. Many people simply need someone to come to 

them.   

They need to see Godõs glory in the sacrifice and 

vision for Jesus. 

Ron 

Weôre on a mission from 

God 
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