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Thinking Globally and Locally

Attendance and Contributio@ne of the issues that

churches face is an awareness
8bwhere we are globally.
en Jesus told the Apostles

t God would send the Spirit

upgn them, they were chal-
lenged to think globally.

gts 1 But you will receive
wer when the Holy Spirit

has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jeru-

$4964al@ and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the

$87,

. Luke 24 “®1t is written,
that the Christ should suffer

always concerned with pre-
paring us to reach as many
cultures and languages as pos-
sible.

oo ADVENT
GONSPIRACY

Advent Conspiracy is a pro-
ject that began with Rick

and on the third day rise from MicKinley who is the lead

the dead?’and that repen-

minister for Imago Dei Com-

tance and forgiveness of sins munity Church in Portland.

should be proclaimed in his

name to all nations, beginningc our age s

from Jerusalenf®You are
witnesses of these things

The Spirit gave them power
and the ability to speak in
languages (Acts 1:8; 2:1-12).
Jesus commissioned them to
wait until this power came
upon them and then preach
the Gospel locally
(Jerusalem), to a different
culture (Judea, Samaria and
the Gentiles), and globally (to
the end of the earth). The Ro-
man Empire did not rule the
whole earth but it had pene-
trated most of the civilized
world. The term that they
used for their part of the
world is the same word that
Jesus and Paul used for the
Awhol e worl d.

AdventConspiracy.org en-
peop
at Christmas and donate the
savings to organizations with
at least 25% of the donations
to be used to provide fresh
water to other countries. Cur-
rently lack of clean water is
the leading cause of children
dying world-wide. According
to Advent Conspiracy Ameri-
cans spend $450 billion on
Christmas each year. $10 bil-
lion would solve the fresh
water crisis throughout the
world.

At Agape we have decided to
spend the holiday season pre-
paring to enter the story of
Jesusdé kingdo
dom of consumerism. God
came to live among us in a

Volume 3.3

family. He came to show us
that the kingdoms of Rome/
Herod were an illusion of
power. They were based upon
greed, power, and a display of
wealth. However, Jesus gave
us relationships, love, peace,
justice, and compassion.

This year we have chosen to
give our collection to Touch
A Life Ministries. This minis-
try began nine years ago with
Randy and Pam Cope. They
work with others in Ghana,
Cambodia, and Viet Nam to
free children who are sold into
slavery. They also are provid-
ing schools and job opportuni-
ties for these children. We
have designat
Christmas collection to go to
Touch A Liféefor the children

ng als? to proyide f:le\:;mewa—I
terin these arels.d

For more information visit our
website www.agapecoc.com
and visit the Advent Conspir-
acy picture. Our sermon series
ATwo Kingdoms
Two Kingdoms
also be uploaded on our web-
site.

Please pray for us as we not
only help our local neighbors,
but our global neighbors as
well.

Already Agape people are
planning to cut back in their
gift giving, give to our collec-
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Christmas 2009 to visit some
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We learn an important concept here. The Spirit helps the church not only to beworld-wide, but to think
world-wide. The Spirit empowers us to go anywhere, to anyone, and in any culture. However, we should
never forget that each church has a local congregation that faces every major world culture in their own
backyards. This holiday season we are focusing locally and globally.

Homeless Partners a project which began with the Calgary Church of Christ in Canada. Cindy,
Randy, Louie, and John attend Agape and are members of the Dignity Village community. They are lead-
ing a team of Agape people to develop a Christmas Wish List from homeless individuals in Portland. The
information will be available on the HomelessPartners.com website for organizations, schools, and families
to help provide gifts for those living in the shelters or on the streets. Homeless Partners is working in over
12 major cities in North America to provide gifts to others. We are working with the area shelters to pro-
vide gifts for those who usually do not receive
website www.agapecoc.com and visit the Homeless Partners picture.

Exciting church News and Events

We rejoiced on November 2 as Law- as well as other area campuses.
rence Paye was baptized in to Jesus. Lawrence They are serving an internship with
has been active at Agape us from Kairos and White Station

in one of our home com-
munities and always vol-
unteers to help people. He
traveled to Vienna, Aus-
tria this summer to play

Church of Christ in Memphis.
Marc and Elyssa have already be-
gun working with an existing home

community that meets on the PSU Caspian Zumwalt was
campus. They returned from a two born November 3 and

soccer and share his faith year mission work in Japan with presented at Agape as
with others. Lawrence came to America from Letds Start Tal k\}vé‘eﬂjoﬂd‘adpotm@k" e hit
Liberia with his family when he was 6 years ground running. We are excited to

and fellowship dinner.
Congratulations Zak and

h |K%thyb ap-

old. His family escaped the country during the have them with us.
war and found freedom and safety in the US.

Lawrencebs family ca
tism. No matter where we are God continuesto |
work locally and globally. [

We also welcomed Marc , Elyssa, and Caeden
Andresen in November. They will lead our
campus ministry at Portland State University
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Ministries in the Works

Paga

Recovery Group Ministry iBecause

repent and
Our leadership training for ~ seek forgive- Christos
future Recovery Groups ness from and resurrection,
continues every other God, but also members of our
Thursday night with about from people  Recovery Groups
6 men and 6 women par- in their lives  have the ability to
ticipating. We anticipate whom t hghiheir

launching 4 to 6 Recovery ~ harmed in failures and
Groups next year out of hopes of re- .ive perfect
this group of leaders i storing lost

most likely at least an Alco-
hol group, a Narcotics

relationships .
P Zak

Jhrough our home com-
Jnunitigs by focusing on
how we can bring friends
to our small group meet-
ings. Itlooks to be a
great Christmas and a
great year for home com-
munities at Agape!

James Wood

forgive-nesfonfe Community Minister

group, a Sexual Addiction Zak Zumwalt

group, and an Abuse
group. Paralleling Alcohol-
ics and Narcotics Anony-
mousbé Twel ve
gram, this month we fo-

Recovery Group Minister

S1—‘or?Ie[)CorRn'iuﬂity Ministry

cused on humility, sacri- The Home Communities at
fice, repentance, and for- Agape are thriving and
giveness. We d v e e x agfawing dhe growth is
the biblical meaning of hu-  being driven by the core
mility and sacrifice, both value of empowerment as
having been expressed we have many people
perfectly in Christ goingto ~ Starting new home commu-
the cross. Because of nities, including a Cascade
Christos deat hColege@roupeaferttand
rection, members of our State group, and of course
Recovery Groups have the  our recovery

ability to repent of their fail- ~ groups. There are even
ures and receive perfect more groups ready to

) forgive- launch soon. Itis great to
@ ness. Thus See people being empow-
i t &s o neredforministry and being
through the given the freedom to
grace of launch these groups. Our
God that areas of opportunity are to
— true forgive-  look for new growth and
ness is pos-  Multiplication from our ex-
()E  sible. Fi- isting home communi-
\ nally, we ties. We are training the
© discussed home community leaders

Reaching out towarghat recoy-  to replace themselves by

Godand others,  gring ag- empowering and raising up
helps ourselves. o need  leaders within their
not only groups. In the next year

we will drive growth

Womenébés Ministry

h'a s

The womenods
been planning a ladies bi-
ble class this winter.
Glynda Crownover will lead
the Beth Moore series on
Esther. It will meet twice a
month at her home.

min
*

Our recovery group has
been continuing, we have
been hit with missing a
couple meetings due to
holidays and a baby
shower. We are finishing
up our study on how God
can fill us. Also we are
praying for women to lead
in this area in the future.

i

It is great to
see people
being empow-
ered for minis-
try and being
given the free-
dom to launch
I i str}ese ?rocl)J prs'
-James

One of our women is lead-

ing an online homeless
partner 6s wish
Christmas. Many more are
also serving in different
capacities.

Your prayers are coveted,
thank you for remembering
this ministry.

Lori Clark

Agape Womenos
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Home Community Updates

Our website has been
revised! Visit our new|
website at
www.agapecoc.com

Are you interested
in either the
homeless
partners ministry or
the Advent
Conspiracy
featured on the
front? If so you can
learn more from
our website or you

can visit
homelesspartners.com

and
adventconspiracy.com

Portland State
Home Community
begins small group
on Thursday
evenings

Singl e
community

For November seven
ladies with our ladies sin-
gles group will be attending
the Singing Christmas Tree
on Nov. 29, then going to
supper and dessert at
Glynda's house. We are all
really looking forward to
this, as far as spending
time together and also for
being a great way to start
off the Christmas season.

- Glynda

Northwest Portland
Home Community

We moved back to Sun-
day nights this last week
and saw a great spike in
attendance (with several
visitors). We are launching
into some focused spiritual
conversations centered
around the freedom to
question anything and eve-
rything. We posed the
question: "If you could ask
God anything and he had
to answer, what would you
ask, and why?" We had a
great time of sharing and
conversation. We are go-
ing to begin answering
some of the questions by
looking at how God de-
scribes himself (starting in
Exodus 34). Our plan is to
keep sharing a meal and
to spend time sharing and

Wo me n 6 Sopéﬁ

iRy’ to any question
that people might have
about any faith topic.

- James

Southeast Portland
Home Community

Our group has finished
a study of world religions
and Jesus. We went to
Night Strike as a group and
helped 200 others serve
homeless individuals Fri-
day November 7. We spent
time feeding, visiting, and
praying with many of the
people who frequent this
weekly event.

- Ron

Teen Home Community

This is a very busy time
of the year for our teens as
they are involved in many
different school activities
such as drama, choir, and
sports. The group contin-
ues to meet on Sunday
mornings, visiting and dis-
cussing some of the youth
in the Old Testament. We
also had a group activity
this past month where we
met for dinner and then
went to support Brad Bar-
barick and his team. It was
exciting to watch the Con-
cordia Cavaliers defeat the
George Fox Bruins.

- Jeremy

Story of the Old

Testament
meets at City Bean on
Thursday evenings

b
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North Portland

:Io

We have a new home
community meeting in
the North Portland Area.
Fredrick and Tresa have
launched this group and
invite anyone in their
area to come check
them out. They are ex-
cited to be starting this
new ministry.

Upcoming Weddings
December 12&13

Thomas Limon and
Caitlyn Derry will be
married in Portland!

Brandon LoMeier and
Whitney Shinn will be
married at Crescent Lake
Resort!
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