
slight guilt as I thought, "I 

should be worried about 

something but I'm not.ò 

Maybe I felt guilty about 

not being worried. Maybe I 

was having adrenaline with-

drawal. Maybe this is what 

ministry is supposed to be. 

 

A ministry that works in the 

season of harvest is able to 

rest during the Sabbath. 

 

 

As the snow fell this past 

week we had two Sunday 

services cancelled. It was a 

good time to stay home and 

research. As I sat by the 

fireplace, drank coffee, and 

looked at the snowflakes I 

realized I wasn't panicking. 

Why would I panic? Last 

year we scrambled to help 

the Dignity Village resi-

dents stay warm, get a warm 

place for the people we 

knew on the streets down-

town, and get food or warm 

clothing for some of our 

Agape guests. 

 

This year we were prepared. 

In August all Dignity Vil-

lage tent homes were con-

verted to permanent walled 

structures. Dave and Karissa 

Sears led a team to provide 

Thanksgiving dinner for the 

residents and filled up their 

propane tanks. Our home-

less guests have homes/

apartments to live in. They 

have jobs. Our supporting 

church has blessed us with 

monthly benevolence 

money so that people we 

work with have food. Some 

of our Agape folks who 

have relapsed are in a safe 

supportive community. A 

couple of our ministry cou-

ples are being blessed by 

new supporters for their 

salaries. 

 

My ministry used to feed on 

last minute rush and adrena-

line. I find that it is so much 

nicer to have people say--

"We're OK, we've got what 

we need. We're worried 

about others who are where 

we used to be..." In some 

way I felt those moments of 

anxiety accompanied by 

Looking back over 2008  

Matrimony completed in the snow!  

       We had a lot of joy this 

past month. On December 13 

Brandon Lomeier and Whit-

ney Shin were married at 

Crescent Lake Resort. We 

rode to the lake house on 

snowmobiles in the sub freez-

ing weather and new fallen 

snow. Friends and family 

gathered by the lake to watch 

these two pledge their life and 

love before God on a cold 

snowy day. Brandon and 

Whitney have been with 

Agape since we launched and 

have been a blessing to our 

youth group. They spent their 

honeymoon coyote hunting 

and all of us can say it was a 

wedding like no other we 

have seen! 
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Agape Church of 

Christ  

Attendance and Contribution 

Dec 7   70 

Dec 14     cancelled  due to snow 

Dec 21  met in Home communities 

due to weather conditions 

Dec 28  75 

 

Contribution =      1172.47 

Advent Conspiracy  contribution 

$1087.76 
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Elsie Spence gave birth to Christopher Kaden in early December. Christopher came into this work 

at 8 lbs and is a healthy boy. Elsie has been with us for many months and first visited us when she 

lived at Dignity Village. She was able to go home a few days later with her new son. As we can-

celled Sunday, December 14 services Jeremy and Jeanese Poole were notified that a baby was 

available for adoption in Seattle. They drove on the hazardous roads to greet Robyn Mae who was 

just born. They arrived home a few days later and are proud parents of this baby girl. Jeremy and 

Jeanese work with our youth group, Jeremy is with our finance team, and Jeanese is our adminis-

trative minister. They have been with Agape since we first started worshipping in our home. 

Agape has seen 6 babies and three weddings in our last 1 ½ years. It is always exciting to see new 

life and the excitement that this brings to our community. 

 

Baby boom continues at Agape!  

will be held in the Lincoln 

High School auditorium. 

       It is clear that God con-

tinues to move among and 

bless Agape. Lori and I of-

ten are glad that we took the 

risk to join a church plant-

ing movement. In Luke 

19:11-27 a wealthy man 

gave his servants a coin and 

asked them to trade with it 

until he came back. Two of 

the men traded at great risk 

(and succeeded) while a 

third servant ñplayed it 

safeò and hid the coin. In 

this parable the master, who 

represents God, was angry 

at the one who ñplayed it 

safe,ò and praised the ones 

who risked with their 

money. While this is not a 

story that supports gam-

bling, it sure comes close. 

God has called us to risk 

rather than ñplay it safe.ò 

Agape is a testimony of 

people who have taken great 

risks to see Jesus. Some left 

the safety of their churches 

to embrace a dream and 

vision, some have left ad-

dictions and lives steeped in 

pain and guilt, others have 

decided to love people they 

have spent their lives judg-

ing, others have decided to 

love others who have 

judged them, and still others 

have come believing that 

God can love and forgive 

them.  

        The Park Plaza Church 

of Christ in Tulsa, Okla-

homa, committed to sup-

porting us and taking a great 

risk that the 2000 mile dis-

tance could still draw us 

closer together. Kairos 

Church Planting began be-

cause Stan and Gena Gran-

berg took a risk to believe 

that planting new churches 

in America would be worth 

the risk to reach new people 

and bring life to dying 

churches. Through Kairos  

10 new churches have 

launched over the past 4 

years and reached about 

1000 new people. Evangel-

ism is about risk. Agape is 

about risk. Seeing the peo-

ple experience God this 

month is the fruit of risk. 

 

Ron 

Agape Minister 

Looking Ahead to 2009!  

 As we finish 2008 

we look forward to the be-

ginning of another year. In 

2009 we will be focusing on 

spiritual growth and out-

reach as a church of 100 

people. In January we begin 

a sermon series entitled ñA 

Better Way: The Church of 

Agape in Emerging Cor-

inthò which will also be 

published as a book later in 

2009. We also plan to build 

our ministries during our 

ministry fair in January.  

           In March we look 

forward to encouraging 

Agape Communities during  

ñBring a Friend to Home 

Communityò month. The 

Agape Explore Series will 

also begin in January. Last 

year our focus was on athe-

ist/agnostic/Christian dia-

logue. This year we will 

emphasize social justice 

through presentations on 

human trafficking, domestic 

violence prevention and 

movies such as Invisible 

Children and Lord Save Us 

From Your Followers. We 

have also spoken about 

growing to the point where 

our Easter 2009 services 

Ron challenging Jeremy, 
Jeanese and the congregation  
in bringing up Robyn to be a 
woman of God and to reach out 
to others.  
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òLori and I 

often are 

glad that we 

took the risk 

to join a 

church  

planting 

movement.ó 

 

Ron Clark  

Ron as he challenges Elsie 
and the congregation in 
bringing Christopher up to 
be a Godly, evangelistic 
man.  
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land) and a huge need for col-

lege students that don't know 

Christ. 

    Elissa and I have been in-

volved with college students 

everywhere we have gone since 

being a part of the campus 

ministry at Oregon State Uni-

versity. We hope to capture a 

group of college students on 

the PSU campus through 

Agape home communities and 

various activities. We hope to 

create a sustainable, repeatable, 

transferable model for  

      We are ready to officially 

kick off our campus ministry 

with our first official meeting 

on Friday, January 9th. There is 

a group of college students/

young adults already meeting 

on Wednesday nights. Elissa 

and I have also started meeting 

with a few students at Portland 

State University on Thursday 

nights. This is a very exciting 

start to doing campus ministry 

here in Portland because there a 

lack of campus ministries in the 

northwest (specifically in Port-

discipling.   We are also ex-

cited at the opportunities to 

help and serve and show Jesus 

to this community. We already 

have plans to be involved with 

dignity village and Calvary 

Christian Church. 

     At the end of March we are 

hoping to show the movie 

"Lord, Save Us From Your 

Followers" at both the PSU and 

Multnomah campuses. 

 

Marc & Elissa Andresen  

Agape Campus Ministry 

College Campus Ministry  

Worked with a group to 

attend a womenôs 

conference in the 

fall 

Helped with a young 

womenôs group at 

Cascade 

Spoke to a college class 

concerning domestic 

violence 

Worked with a womenôs 

recovery group 

 

 

Looking ahead to 2009: 

Help  to start a Womenôs 

Bible Study 

Have an intern starting in 

June (Danna Nieto) 

Continue work with 

women one on one 

Continue work  with 

Domestic Violence 

Learn more about/help 

with Human traf-

ficking issues 

New motherôs class/

group 

Have a blessed 2009. 

 

-Lori Clark 

Womenôs Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

Womanõs Ministry  

                                                   

I would like to thank every-

one for your prayers and sup-

port since I have stepped into 

the role as Womenôs Minis-

ter.  God is using me in so 

many areas, I am also allow-

ing myself to be used more 

by Him. 

I would like to look back at 

the past 6 months: 

Joined with Ron to work 

with coupleôs coun-

seling 

Spent more one on one 

time with women at 

various stages in 

their lives or rela-

tionships 

òNo temptation  has seized you 

except what  is common to 

man . And God is faithful; he 

will not let you be tempted  

beyond what you can bear. But 

when you are tempted , he will  

also provide a way out so that 

you  can stand up under it.ó  

 

I Corinthians 10:13 

WE ARE READY TO 
OFFICIALLY KICK 
OFF OUR CAMPUS 
MINISTRY WITH 
OUR FIRST OFFICIAL 
MEETING ON FRI-

DAY, JANUARY 9TH.  

-MARC 

Recovery Group Ministry 

In the midst of unprecedented snowstorms over the past couple weeks, our Recovery Group Leaders focused this 

month on small group logistics, specifically group dynamics and how to lead individuals in a small group setting.  We 

discussed common personality types that we can expect to have represented in our groups and how to facilitate 

each.  We also discussed setting boundaries for our group members ð when and why they might be necessary and 

how to set them up.  Finally, weõve been working out a schedule of events and a budget for our 2009 Recovery 

Groups.  Among other things, we intend on having a big kick-off event for our Recovery Groups near the beginning of 

the year, hosting once a month leadership get-togethers, bringing in guest speakers for training, and having a Lead-

ersõ appreciation event near the end of the year.  We hope to have our schedule and budget completed shortly after 

the holidays.  Stay warm! 

 

-Zak Zumwalt 

Recovery Ministry Minister 

New on the web: 

 

Sermon series downloads. 

¶ Jesus and Luke 

¶ Advent Conspiracy Series 

¶ 1 Corinthians Series 



Single Womanôs Home 

Community:  
 
December our Home commu-

nity went to the singing 

Christmas tree at Keller Audi-

torium It was a great perform-

ance that kick started every-

oneôs holiday spirit. Afterwards 

we had a beautiful evening of 

sharing at Miss Glyndaôs 

home. Glynda not only 

planned the event but sup-

plied the great food and her 

home with her great hospital-

ity. We all are grateful for her 

friendship to us and her rela-

tionship to God. The result 

was an evening of discussion, 

laughter and an opportunity to 

connect to each other.  

 

Throughout this past year, 

Miss Glynda has provided me 

and others with support, en-

couragement and help. We all 

continue to be prayer part-

ners, asking God to direct and 

guide us in  the new year.  

 

-Geri  

Agape Home Communities Update 

Northeast Home  

Community:  
 
The northeast home commu-

nity finished an invigorating 

study of the book of Hebrews 

just in time for the new year. 

We have enjoyed this time of 

digging into God's word to 

learn and grow.  

Our outreach this month, in 

addition to the Advent Con-

spiracy collection, was to put 

together foot care kits for the 

homeless. Don McCall shared 

this idea with us after talking 

to many people on the streets 

of Portland. Keeping feet 

warm and dry and healthy is 

an issue when you are out in 

the elements. The kits consist 

of water proof sock liners, 

socks, cotton balls, hydrogen 

peroxide, and a note from our 

home community. Don will be 

delivering the kits sometime in 

the next week. We hope they 

will be a blessing to the per-

son who receives them.  

 

Dana  

Southeast Portland 

Home Community:  
 

We went to Anawim minis-

tries to serve food for over 

35 homeless men and 

women who needed a hot 

meal. We were surprised 

how God took a small mean 

of cornbread, beans, and 

rice and multiplied it to feed 

the guests and those who 

served. Many of the guests 

returned for seconds and 

thirds.  

 

We also had a Christmas 

party and fellowship the 

week before Christmas. The 

December 21 Sunday ser-

vices were cancelled and 

Agape decided to worship in 

home communities due to 

the weather. Zak and Kathy 

Zumwalt opened their home 

to 11 Multnomah College 

students and 14 others who 

braved the hazardous condi-

tions to attend the worship.  

 

Ron 

WE ARE ON THE WEB  

AGAPECOC. COM 

 

VISIT  THE SITE  TO 

SEE OUR ACTIVITY  

CALENDAR!!  
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